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will come, most assuredly. We have the

faith of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus.

It is not a frenzied, frantic idea, like

the systems of religion invented by men.

We have ceremonies, but there is life in

those ceremonies; and our religion has

organization, body and soul. The reli-

gious systems of men have a kind of orga-

nization, and seemingly they will build

a body, but they have no soul, and some

seem to have a soul without a body, but

it is like their god, it cannot be found.

We reason with and try to convince

the Latter-day Saints that they should

live their religion so that God is in

all their thoughts and reflections, and

they should acknowledge Him in their

daily walk and conversation and busi-

ness transactions as well as in their

prayers. Each of us should continually

feel, and live so as to have it so. "God

must be with me and I must have His

Spirit with me under all circumstances."

How many are there of our Elders who

carry out their religion in all the affairs

of life? Set them to merchandising, for

instance, and Brother John, William or

Caleb will say, "You set me here at mer-

chandising, and my mind is altogether

occupied with my business. I have to lay

my plans, and do my best to make my

business successful, and I have not time

to pray and seek unto the Lord; I have

not got the spirit of preaching, and do not

call upon me to preach, I cannot do it, I

have to attend to this store." I say it is al-

most impossible to get it into the mind of

a business man that he needs God with

him in carrying on his business. Says he,

"I must do this by my natural ability; my

business qualities must be brought into

exercise, and that is all I want." To per-

sons who feel thus I say, Stop and think!

Hold on! Do you know how to buy goods?

"Yes," Mr. Merchant says, "I think I

understand goods as well as any man."

Where did you get your knowledge, can

you tell me? "Oh, I got that from prac-

tice. I have learned, as soon as I touch a

piece of broadcloth, linen, or cotton cloth,

to tell its quality without ever looking

at the fabric; I can tell instantly by the

touch of the finger. I have got this by

practice." Very good, we will say you did.

Did you plant that ability in your finger,

and which gives sensibility to your ner-

vous system from the crown of your head

to the soles of your feet, which is the

foundation of the knowledge you have ac-

quired by practice? Acquired or practi-

cal knowledge is one thing, but natural

or internal knowledge is the foundation

of practical or acquired knowledge, and

without this in the soul no being could

acquire it any more than this stand,

not one particle more. Now, Mr. Mer-

chant, that is the secret of your acquired

knowledge or skill. Then acknowledge

it, manly, honestly, uprightly, firmly, and

positively, and give God the praise and

honor, for to Him they belong.

Do you need anything more than

this innate ability to acquire knowl-

edge to guide you and to ensure suc-

cess in your business? Yes, you do.

They say when a person preaches ex-

perience, the facts are not easily got

over. I am going to tell Mr. Merchant

what he needs. You take a man who

conducts his business on his own re-

sources, and however well he may lay

his plans his business frequently fails

on his hands and he becomes bankrupt;

for he cannot foresee what is going to

transpire in the markets. "Well, how

are you going to prevent such mishaps?"

You need the Spirit of the Lord to en-

able you to foresee. This is what

is needed when you buy goods, where

you trade and do business; you need


