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the spirit of revelation to be with you.

We frequently hear our merchants say

they cannot do business and then go into

the pulpit to preach. I will say that

there is not a merchant in this Territory

who attends to as much of what is called

worldly business, or temporal things, as

I do, yet I can afford to preach several

times each week, and say my prayers as

long as I wish to. Now, if I preach expe-

rience, who can controvert it? If anyone

does not believe my statement, let him

live with me and he will soon learn that a

pressure of business that will take a mer-

chant a week to think about, I know the

moment it is mentioned to me. I see and

understand it from beginning to end, and

I say, at once, "Do thus and so," "Go yon-

der," or "Take such and such a course;"

but I need the Spirit of the Lord con-

tinually to guide and dictate me in busi-

ness pertaining to farms, merchandising,

mining, missions, buying, selling, etc.,

etc.; and the more I have to do the more

revelation I need, and the more acute my

spirit must become.

It is a great mystery to many peo-

ple, and especially to strangers, how I

have preserved myself. My life depends

upon the Spirit of the Lord, although my

body gets sometimes a little out of or-

der, and it is very probable my stomach

will ache pretty bad after this loud talk-

ing, for I am neither iron nor immortal.

But a great many marvel at my preser-

vation. I have revealed the secret a great

many times, and can now—I never worry

about anything. I try to live so as to

know my business and understand my

duty, and to do it at the moment with-

out a long study. If ever I am in the

least bothered with anything that comes

before me it is in some frivolous case,

trying to give counsel and advice to an

individual without doing any mischief.

If they want to do right, regardless of

self or the world, it is no trouble to tell

them what to do. And I say to a farmer

or a merchant, if you want to live so as

to prolong your days, never worry about

anything; but have the Spirit of the Lord

so as to know what to do, and when you

have done or counseled right never fret

about the result. It is in the hands of

the Lord, and He will work out the prob-

lem, and you need not be at all afraid of

the matter. And this is true of all the

acts of the children of men. The Lord

has constituted us rational beings, and

our volition is free to choose good or evil,

just as we will; but when we have fol-

lowed out our choice the Lord will over-

rule the result of our acts—it is in His

hands and He will bring it out to suit

Himself, and He will make the wrath of

man praise Him. When men undertake,

as we see them occasionally, to interrupt

every movement of the kingdom of God,

and lay their plans, and have the train

well laid in their own minds, for the de-

struction of the kingdom, the first thing

they know they are in the mud and the

Saints are thrown up. We have seen this

scores of times. It is just so in the world.

Men may propose, but God will dispose

according to His good will and pleasure.

I want to say to the Latter-day Saints,

and to those who are not Saints, we

have faith in God, and we have a rea-

son for it. Every character who has

declared himself to be God, except the

one we serve, has failed and been foiled

in his calculations; he has come short

in his plans and been put to shame.

There is no question but foul spirits

have declared themselves to be deities;

we have history to this effect. But

they have come off in shame. But the

Lord is our God and it is He whom we

serve; and we say to the whole world


