KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS.

are not mine, be united." But do we take
a course to become so? I will ask, have
we, as a general thing, obeyed the first
revelations, to gather to Zion, and when
there, to consecrate our property and de-
vote all our substance, time and talents
for the building up the kingdom? Have
we obeyed the commandments and re-
quirements of Heaven in yielding up ev-
erything to the will of God, and being dic-
tated, as we should be, by the spirit of
revelation? No, we have not. Herein we
come short of that that we might do and
perform for our own benefit, and for the
salvation of others, for it is not only for
the glory of God, but for our own bene-
fit that we each of us labor. The Lord is
perfectly independent: He has received
His glory, He reigns supreme and om-
nipotent. He is not dependent upon you
and me. If every one of us should aposta-
tize and go down to hell, it would neither
add to nor diminish from His glory. He
would mourn at our folly in turning away
from the holy commandments and suf-
fering the wrath of the Almighty to come
upon us; the Heavens would weep over
us, but still the Lord has His glory, and
you and I are not laboring for His ben-
efit. For whose benefit are we laboring?
For our own. All my preaching, laboring,
and toils in this kingdom have been for
myself, to get into the Celestial Kingdom
of God. I have been laboring for that and
nothing else.

The Latter-day Saints require con-
siderable preaching to; they ought to
pray a little more; they are doing
pretty well, but if we try to draw them
a little closer together, how quickly
we see the selfishness of the children
of men in our own midst. If we
ask them to devote their time, tal-
ents and powers more completely to
the building up of the Kingdom of
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God, one says, "This is mine, I am not
going to have anybody control me;" an-
other one says, "I am not going to submit
to this." Why, bless me! What have they?
Nothing but what the Lord gave them,
even to their own lives. Everything they
have is what the Lord has given, and He
can take it away at His pleasure. He can
bestow millions upon them if He pleases,
or take away at His pleasure. Yet, while
men will acknowledge this, one will say,
"T am not going to be controlled;" and an-
other, "I am going to draw out of this."
You have heard and seen through this
city a great deal of talking, writing, and
sophistry on this subject. No matter how
many pretty words are strung together
into sentences and made to appear beau-
tiful on paper, it amounts to nothing. It
is the truth; it is the love and the power
of the Lord Almighty, and it is the Gospel
of the Son of God that you and I have
embraced. Should we be controlled by
that? Yes, in everything. Well, get the
people united together and they will be
controlled by it; but as it is now, the pur-
chasing of a little merchandise sends a
parcel of them to the devil. It is folly
in the extreme! By and by such char-
acters will go to their own place. There
will be no carriages there; no horses, fine
houses, silks and satins there. Oh, the
foolishness of the children of men!

Who are we, I ask again? We are
the children of the Almighty, of Him who
framed this earth and brought it into
existence and placed His children upon
it, to see what they would do. He gave
them their agency and said, "Now, act
for yourselves;" and every one does act
for himself, for good or evil, for bless-
ings or curses. We all act for ourselves.
I am laboring expressly to get back
again into the presence of my Father



