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faithful to his calling. When I contem-

plate and realize that the little time

spent here in this mortal life will fix and

mold our destiny for all the endless ages

of eternity, I try to realize what manner

of men we all ought to be.

I have traveled a good deal with

Brother Benson and have been ac-

quainted with him, as you have, a good

many years past, and I can bear this

testimony of him—he has always been

ready and willing to labor in either tem-

poral or spiritual things. Here on this

road he labored faithfully during the

past year in building a hundred miles

of the railroad; he and those associated

with him finished their job with punctu-

ality. All these things show the untiring

industry and perseverance of the man.

This is the way with all of us. We

are all called to labor in temporal and

spiritual things in building up the king-

dom of God in these last days. We have

to preach the Gospel to the children of

men; we have to warn the nations of the

earth. We have been called to do this;

this is the command of God to the Elders

of Israel. In obedience to this they shoul-

der their knapsacks, and without purse

or scrip, travel the world over to declare

to the children of men the words of life

and salvation. In doing this they swim

rivers, wade swamps, and endure much

toil and privation. During the last thirty-

seven years of my life I have traveled one

hundred thousand miles in obedience to

this command. It will be well with all

men who are faithful in the performance

of these duties. Brother Benson never

performed a mission or any other duty

but what he will rejoice over forever and

so it will be with us all. The reward

of the faithful will amply repay them

for all the labors they ever performed

or for the privations they have endured.

No labor we have ever done that has

helped to promote the happiness and

well-being of our fellowmenwill go unre-

warded. Brother Benson today, instead

of being with his family in Logan, that

is in the flesh, he may be with them in

spirit, is privileged to mingle with his

brethren who have gone before—Joseph,

Hyrum, David, Parley, Heber and the

prophets and Apostles of former days.

He is mingling with them. They have fin-

ished their work in the flesh. So has he.

He has been suddenly called away from

his labors, but his works will follow him.

I wish to speak to my friends a lit-

tle with regard to the position which we

occupy as Elders of Israel, and as the

Church and kingdom of God upon the

earth. I feel impressed to do so. I

do not know that I wish to say a great

deal more with regard to Brother Ben-

son. His labors are before us and the

world, and they are before God and an-

gels. I am satisfied with them, and I

do not know who is not who was ac-

quainted with him. I wish now to say

something with regard to the organiza-

tion of this Church and the position oc-

cupied by Joseph Smith, Elder Benson

and the Apostles and Priesthood of this

Church.

We are living in a very important age,

an age in which preparations are mak-

ing for the second coming of the Mes-

siah to reign a thousand years upon

the earth with his Saints. The Scrip-

tures of the Old and New Testament

will never be fulfilled until this comes

to pass. An angel of God, the Revela-

tor John informs us, was to fly through

the midst of heaven, having the everlast-

ing gospel to preach to them that dwell

on the earth—to every nation, kindred,

tongue and people, Saying with a loud

voice, "Fear God, and give glory to Him;

for the hour of His judgment is come:


