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and worship Him who made the heaven,

the earth, the seas and the fountains

of waters." You may take up Isaiah and

all the prophets, and you will find that

they refer to this latter-day dispensa-

tion, when the kingdom of God should

be established on the earth. There never

was a prophet, from Adam down, whose

records we have, but had his eye upon

this great dispensation of the last days.

When the Lord created the earth He

placed men upon it, and though the

power of sin has entered it, it has not

been left by the Lord to go at random.

In Adam all fell, or died; but in Christ,

the Apostle says, all are made alive. Our

worthy President has often said, when

speaking upon the prevalence of sin in

this world, that one of the greatest hon-

ors and blessings ever conferred on the

sons of men was to come and dwell in

the flesh in a sinful world like this, amid

the power of evil, temptation and dark-

ness, that they might have the privi-

lege of overcoming them and of inher-

iting eternal life, which is the greatest

gift of God. All the prophets have fore-

seen the establishment of the kingdom of

God in the last days; they have seen Zion

pass through all her travail and persecu-

tion to her final triumph, when she pos-

sessed great glory, power and dominion

upon the land of Joseph. Daniel saw the

kingdom of God, which he likens to a lit-

tle stone cut out of the mountains with-

out hands, which grew and increased in

size until it filled the whole earth. Daniel

said this kingdom was to be an everlast-

ing kingdom.

Well, brethren and sisters, you and I

have lived to see the dawn of the great

day thus referred to by the prophets,

in which the God of heaven has set

His hand for the last time to estab-

lish His kingdom upon the earth; a

kingdom not to be overthrown, but

to remain until sin, Satan and the

power of the devil are banished from the

face thereof, and until, as the prophets

have said, the kingdoms of this world

shall become the kingdoms of our God

and His Christ.

This day we have lived to see. This

tabernacle, this congregation, and the

multitudes through the valleys of the

mountains are the fruits of this work.

How did it commence? It commenced by

an angel of God flying through the midst

of heaven and visiting a young man

named Joseph Smith, in the year 1827.

That was the time of a great awaken-

ing among the sectarians of the day—a

day of revivals and protracted meetings,

when the people were called upon to join

themselves to the sectarian churches.

This young man looked around amid the

confusion among the different sects, each

proclaiming the plan of salvation differ-

ently, and each claiming it was right

and that all others were wrong; in the

midst of this contention he did not know

which to join. While in this state of

uncertainty he turned to the Bible, and

there saw that passage in the epistle

of James which directs him that lacks

wisdom to ask of God. He went into

his secret chamber and asked the Lord

what he must do to be saved. The Lord

heard his prayer and sent His angel to

him, who informed him that all the sects

were wrong, and that the God of heaven

was about to establish His work upon

the earth. This angel quoted many of

the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah,

and told this young man that they were

about to be fulfilled among the nations of

the earth; and he also told him that if he

would listen and render obedience to the

commands of God, he should be an in-

strument in the hands of the Lord in es-

tablishing His kingdom upon the earth.

These visits were repeated from

time to time, during which Joseph


