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have gone, as far as we have had an

opportunity and have had the privilege

of opening our mouths. We have borne

the same testimony to all—namely, that

all who would receive our testimony and

obey the Gospel should receive the Holy

Ghost. Would we have dared to go forth

and bear this testimony if we had not

known this was the work of God? No,

there is not a man on the face of the

earth who dare do it under any other

circumstances, for his hypocrisy and de-

ception would soon have been apparent;

the very first man that received his tes-

timony would have proved it. Could

we have gathered our hundreds of thou-

sands from the nations of the earth if

we had been deceivers and had preached

false doctrines? As the Apostle says,

"But though we or an angel from heaven

preach any other Gospel unto you than

that which we have preached unto you,

let him be accursed." No, we should have

had no success; we might have preached

false doctrines until we were grey, or

as old as Methuselah, but if we had we

should never have seen Utah, this taber-

nacle or these valleys of the mountains.

But the Lord backed up our testimony,

and tens of thousands throughout this

Territory and in the world, who received

it, can bear record that they have re-

ceived the Holy Ghost, and the revela-

tions of Jesus Christ, and that the gifts

and graces of the Gospel have followed

them.

This Church is organized exactly as it

was anciently—with Apostles, prophets,

pastors, teachers, gifts, helps and gov-

ernments. Are all Apostles, or are all

prophets? Do all have the gifts of heal-

ing, or do all speak with new tongues?

No, but all these gifts and offices are in

the Church, and, as the Apostle says,

they are placed there for the work of

the ministry, for the edifying of the body

of Christ, and for the perfecting of the

Saints—until we are come to the unity of

the faith, to the knowledge of the Son of

God, and to the fulness of the stature of a

man in Christ Jesus. That is what they

are given for, and they are needed just

as much as they ever were in any gen-

eration. But the world has been without

these blessings and wandering in dark-

ness for nearly eighteen centuries. Now

the Lord has raised up a people to es-

tablish His kingdom on the same founda-

tion as anciently. This is the work of the

Latter-day Saints. We have been called

to warn this generation; we understand

the signs of the times and know that the

judgments of God are at hand. If we had

not been faithful to our calling and mis-

sion the Lord would have raised up an-

other people, because the set time is at

hand for Him to establish His kingdom.

There are one or two ideas more I

wish to refer to with regard to the mis-

sion of Christ. That mission did not

end when he was crucified. When that

event took place we are told that his

body lay in the tomb for three days, and

that his spirit went to preach to the

spirits in prison, which sometime were

disobedient when the long-suffering of

God waited in the days of Noah, while

the ark was preparing. Jesus went and

preached to them in the spirit that they

might be judged according to men in

the flesh. Here is a principle of which

the Christian world know nothing, and

which has been revealed to us in our

own day—namely, preaching the Gospel

of life and salvation to the spirits of

those who pass away without render-

ing obedience thereunto. Nearly eigh-

teen hundred years have passed away

since God had a Church upon the earth.

In that time about fifty-four thousand

millions of human beings have passed


