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away without the Gospel. Are they to

perish because they lived in generations

when God had no Church on the earth?

No, they will be preached to by men who

go into the spirit world, who hold the

keys of the kingdom of God, and the ordi-

nances of the house of God will be admin-

istered to them by their descendants and

friends here on the earth. The Apostle

Paul evidently had his mind on this sub-

ject when He says, "Why then are they

baptized for the dead, if the dead rise

not?"

I do not know how fully Brother Ben-

son has attended to the work for his

dead, but I know that he has worked

hard for the living; and when he goes

into the spirit world and meets with

those for whom he has been baptized and

been the means of liberating them from

prison in the spirit world, what joy he

will have! And it will be so with oth-

ers. And this work of administering the

ordinances of the house of God to the

dead, I may say, will require the whole of

the Millennium, with Jesus at the head

of the resurrected dead to attend to it.

The ordinances of salvation will have to

be attended to for the dead who have

not heard the Gospel, from the days of

Adam down, before Christ can present

this world to the Father, and say, "It is

finished."

Brethren and sisters, let us be ad-

monished by the death of Brother Ben-

son, and if we have anything to do let

us do it. Let us go to and attend to

our ordinances, then when we go to

the spirit world and meet with father,

mother, brother or sister they cannot rise

up and accuse us of negligence. I have

attended to the ordinances for a great

many of my friends, and I want you to

do the same, so that when we get to the

other side of the veil we may look back

and be satisfied. This power has been

placed in the hands of the Latter-day

Saints, then let us go forth and use it for

the salvation of the living and the dead.

With regard to the unbelief of the world,

it will not make the truth of God without

effect. These ordinances have been re-

vealed to us; we understand them, and

unless we attend to them we shall fall

under condemnation.

I rejoice in the work of God and I re-

joice to live in this day and age of the

world. I want to live as long as I can do

good; but, not an hour longer than I can

live in fellowship with the Holy Spirit,

with my Father in heaven, my Savior,

and with the faithful Latter-day Saints.

To live any longer than this, would be

torment and misery to me. When my

work is done I am ready to go; but I

want to do what is required of me. The

Gospel is the power of God unto salva-

tion to all who believe, both Jew and

Greek. Let us be faithful, keep our

covenants, do our duty, and attend to all

the ordinances of the Gospel as far as

we can, both for ourselves and our dead.

When we have done this we shall be sat-

isfied. I pray that God may bless you;

that he may bless the Apostles who dwell

on the earth; that His power may rest

on the presiding Twelve, the Seventies,

the High Priests, the Bishops, Elders,

Teachers and Deacons, and all who have

entered into covenant to keep His com-

mandments. Let us be faithful and we

shall obtain our reward; we shall over-

come and obtain eternal life and a crown

of glory if we magnify our calling by liv-

ing the religion which we have received,

which may God grant for Christ's sake.

Amen.


