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by, we shall get them perfect. In these

temples we will officiate in the ordi-

nances of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for

our friends, for no man can enter the

kingdom of God without being born of

the water and of the Spirit. We will

officiate for them who are in the spirit

world, where Jesus went to preach to the

spirits, as Peter has written in the third

chapter, verses 18, 19, and 20, of his first

epistle:

"For Christ also hath once suffered

for sins, the just for the unjust, that he

might bring us to God, being put to death

in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

By which also he went and preached

unto the spirits in prison; Which some-

time were disobedient, when once the

longsuffering of God waited in the days

of Noah, while the ark was a preparing,"

etc.

In the next chapter, Peter, alluding to

this same subject, says—

"For for this cause was the gospel

preached also to them that are dead, that

theymight be judged according to men in

the flesh, but live according to God in the

spirit."

What will we do for and in behalf of

the dead? We will be baptized for the

remission of sins, as Paul has said, in

his first epistle to the Corinthians, 15th

chapter and 29th verse:

"Else what shall they do which are

baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not

at all? why are they then baptized for the

dead?"

We will also have hands laid on us

for the reception of the Holy Ghost;

and then we will receive the washings

and anointings for and in their behalf,

preparatory to their becoming heirs of

God and joint heirs with Christ. Are

you going to do this, Latter-day Saints?

Yes. What will the Christian world do

with their dead? Let them sleep an

eternal sleep, for there are no provi-

sions made for them in the gospel they

believe in and have taught to them.

This is one item of doctrine believed

in by the Latter-day Saints that the in-

habitants of the earth are opposed to.

Why? Because they are governed and

controlled by the spirit of darkness. This

may seem harsh, but it is true. They are

opposed to Jesus, to God, and to the sal-

vation of the children of men, and are

controlled by this evil spirit, and they

know it not. They say:

"Latter-day Saints, let your dead and

ordinances for their benefit alone, we

will pass laws forbidding you the obser-

vance and practice of the ordinances of

the house of God."

We trust in God. I reckon He will

fight our battles and we will be baptized

for and in behalf of the human family

during a thousand years; and we will

have hundreds of temples and thousands

of men and women officiating therein

for those who have fallen asleep, with-

out having had the privilege of hear-

ing and obeying the Gospel, that they

may be brought forth and have a glori-

ous resurrection, and enjoy the kingdom

which God has prepared for them. The

devil will fight hard to hinder us, and

we shall not take an inch of ground ex-

cept by obedience to the power of, and

faith in, the Gospel of the Son of God.

The whole world is opposed to this doc-

trine. But is there any harm in it? If

they could only see it as it is in the Lord,

they would rejoice in it, and instead of

fighting it, they would praise God for

having revealed so glorious a doctrine.

Suppose that the notion entertained by

some is true, that after the death of our

bodies our spirits sleep an eternal sleep,

and I am baptized for my father, grand-

father, and so on, does it injure them?

Answer, all ye intelligences on the face

of the earth, above, beneath, or around

about the earth! All will admit that no

harm would be done in practicing these


