
were five gentlemen of the Baptist Church 
who came here, with whom I had a conver-
sation. They said their people had never, 
under any circumstances, persecuted the 
Latter-day Saints. I told them that I did not 
know that they had as a church. But I told 
them that the Rev. I. McCoy, a Baptist min-
ister, with his gun on his shoulder, at the 
head of forty men, drove women and chil-
dren out of their houses and robbed them 
in Jackson County, Missouri, in 1833; that 
Levi Williams, a Baptist preacher, led the 
party of men who murdered Joseph Smith; 
and that the Rev. Thomas Brockman, of 
the Reformed Baptists, at the head of 1,800 
men, drove forth to perish 500 or 600 
Saints, men, women, and children, poor 
and helpless, who were left in Nauvoo,  
Ill., having previously cannonaded the 
town for three days. I did not know that,  
as a church, they had persecuted us, but  
certain individuals of their persuasion  
had taken part in the matter. They seemed 
considerably hurt to hear it. They wished  
to preach to us, and they had the oppor-
tunity to do so in the New Tabernacle. It  
was not long before an article appeared in 
the Baptist paper, describing the meeting.

I presume most of the audience recollect 
the discourse of Dr. Backus. The descrip-
tion these gentlemen gave of the meet-
ing was something like this. The Twelve 
Apostles were on the stand, and they 
looked around to see which was Judas; fi-
nally they came to the conclusion that they 
were all Judases, except Elder Taylor. The 
paper said it was desired and hoped that 
in a short time the Government would 
adopt efficient measures to put a stop to 
Mormonism.

Now I do really think that it is degrading 
to the religion, science and civilization of 
the age, where there are five hundred thou-
sand ministers, editors, and public teachers 
in the country, to ask the Government to 
interfere in any manner whatever to correct 
any moral or religious error. I think it is ac-
knowledging a weakness in the civilization 
and religion of the age to do so.

I wish to say to our friends who have 
visited us, in conclusion, we are glad to see 
you; you are welcome among us; we like 
to hear you speak, but when you go away 
tell the truth about us, and remember the 
commandment of God, “Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbor.”

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES334

I am sure that, to strangers, such 
a meeting as this must be very novel. 
I might say to those who have been

here  today  that  our  meet ings  a re  
conducted very much like the meet- 
ings of the Presbyterians, the Baptists,
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