THE GOSPEL AND THE THINGS OF THE WORLD, ETC.

we needed to live the religion of Jesus
Christ it is at the present. We should be-
gin to realize that every man and woman is
an agent, and exercises a certain amount of
influence in the sphere in which he or she
moves. Parents have an influence over their
children; children have an influence over
each other; neighbor has an influence with
neighbor; and although we may not per-
ceive that our example has any influence or
weight, I assure you many times injury has
been done by acts that we regarded as tri-
fling through the influence they had upon
our neighbors or children. Who can tell
the result of a promise, made and not kept,
by a father to his child? Will the child grow
up in the belief that the father and mother
guilty of this practice, mean what they say,
or that they say one thing and mean an-
other? From the conduct of the parents in
this respect the child is very likely to take
license to follow their example, and per-
haps to do worse. Who can tell how long
evils of this nature will tell upon children,
transmitted through them to their poster-
ity? Yet we see fathers and mothers set an
example before their children which they
themselves condemn and warn their chil-
dren against. The inconsistent conduct of
parents has a tendency to blunt the sensi-
bilities of children, and to lead them from
the way of life and salvation, for if parents
teach their children principles which they
do not practice themselves, that teach-
ing is not likely to have much weight or
effect, except for evil. We do not look
at and reflect upon these things as we
should. What will a child, when he be-
gins to reflect, think of a parent who, pro-
fessing to believe that the Word of Wisdom
is part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
has been given by revelation, violates it
every day of his life? He will grow up to
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believe that his parent is a hypocrite and
without faith in the Gospel. They who
take such a course incur fearful responsi-
bilities. We cannot be too consistent in our
course, neither can we be too faithful in
fulfilling promises.

What confidence would you have in a
man who will tell you, “Tomorrow morn-
ing I will pay you what I owe you;” but
when tomorrow morning comes he does
not fulfil his word? You meet him during
the day and says he, “Brother, I forgot all
about that little matter, but I will call in
the morning.” The morning comes, but
he does not come, and so it passes on day
after day, and that promise remains un-
redeemed. You may extend this to any
other promise or profession. If men are
untruthful and fail to meet their obliga-
tions, you come finally to the conclusion
that they are dishonest and all confidence
is lost in them. They cannot be trusted in
anything, and you are compelled to regard
them as little else than liars and swindlers,
and you avoid having anything to do with
them. Yet there are such men who have
been down into the waters of baptism for
the remission of sin, and have covenanted
with God to forsake every evil. What does
such a profession of repentance amount
to? No mouth profession of repentance is
acceptable to God unless it is carried out
in practice. We must have works as well
as faith; we must do as well as pretend to
do. The majority of the Latter-day Saints
that have been gathered to these valleys
any length of time have made covenants
with God that they will keep His com-
mandments, and walk in the counsels
of the Almighty at all hazards; yet many,
nevertheless, continually dabble in the
contemptible customs of corrupt and de-
generate human nature. Instead of raising
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