
or strong drinks. I believe that He meant 
what He said, and that it applies to me to-
day, tomorrow, next week, and through 
my whole life, whether in the canyons or 
at home, or wherever my lot may be cast. 
I also believe that it applies to the whole 
Church, that no man or woman can con-
sistently rear a family in the Church unless 
they will strictly observe these counsels of 
God given for the guidance and salvation 
of all Saints. I believe that men and women 
who are rearing families and neglect these 
things incur fearful responsibilities.

God has given much to us, and He 
will require much at our hands. He has 
restored the Gospel with its gifts, bless-
ings, and powers; He has restored the Holy 
Priesthood, and has organized His Church 
on the earth; He has deigned to acknowl-
edge His people, and has signally blessed 
them since the Church was organized to 
the present moment. We have professed 
to receive that Gospel, acknowledged the 
name of God, and have been gathered 
out from the nations of the earth for the 
purpose of being purified ourselves, that 
we may have power to save our children, 
setting before them worthy examples, and 
rearing them in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord, so that God may have a 
pure and righteous people, whom he will 
delight to acknowledge and honor. This is 
one object of our gathering together; but 
take heed lest, through our unfaithfulness 
over the little God has imparted unto us, 
He will be unable to bestow the great bless-
ings which He has in store for the faithful. 
The Lord will give to those who merit. His 
compassion is turned to us continually, but 
we do not realize it.

I rejoice in being able to testify to  
you that we have received the Gospel,  
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of

God, and that he was instrumental in the 
hands of God in revealing principles that 
are calculated to unite the whole human 
family in the bonds of fellowship, brother-
hood, and love, and making of them one 
people, with one King, on the face of the 
earth. I know this, and I bear my testimony 
to it, as one having received a knowledge 
thereof, for I do know that this is true. But, 
notwithstanding this knowledge, salvation 
depends upon ourselves; we are agents, and 
can choose or reject the Gospel, follow the 
examples of the Savior or Lucifer. It is left 
optional with us. We are heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ, and have the 
privilege of attaining to glory and exalta-
tion in the kingdom where Jesus and the 
sanctified dwell, but it is left optional with 
us to choose or refuse. God has declared 
that He will require nothing at our hands 
but what He will enable us to perform. If 
He asks and requires duties of us that are 
difficult for us to perform, looking at them 
naturally, He will give us power to accom-
plish them. But unless we are worthy, and 
use all the energy and intelligence that we 
possess naturally, the promise on His part 
will not be fulfilled, because it is made on 
conditions that we do our part.

I would now warn my brethren and 
sisters to look well to their ways in future, 
and to let their words and examples be 
such as to ensure upon them the blessing 
and approval of God. If they profess to be 
Latter-day Saints and desire to continue 
steadfast, they should prove before God 
and their brethren that they have repented 
of their sins with a repentance that needs 
not to be repented of; for if we repent 
only in profession and say that we are  
Latter-day Saints when we are not, it  
is a mockery before God, and we incur 
the penalty for hypocrisy which will
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