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authority of the Holy Priesthood, which

he assured them was with the Twelve

Apostles. He said, "When the Saints fol-

low the main channel of the stream, they

find themselves in deep water and al-

ways right, pursuing their journey with

safety; but when they turned aside into

sloughs and bayous, they are left to

flounder in the mud and are lost, for

the Angel of God said unto Joseph in

my hearing that this Priesthood shall re-

main on the earth until the end."

Oliver declared he took pleasure in

bearing this testimony to the largest con-

gregation of Saints he had ever seen to-

gether. He was rebaptized and made ar-

rangements to come to the mountains,

but died soon after, while on a visit to the

Whitmers, in Missouri.

This circumstance shows how little

God depends upon man to carry on His

work. He does it by His own power, His

own majesty, by His own mighty hand

and for the accomplishment of His own

glorious purposes.

It was thought and felt throughout

the world, about the year 1844, that if

Joseph Smith, the Prophet, could be de-

stroyed, that would be the end of the

Latter-day Saints. Men conspired to-

gether to shed his blood; they sought oc-

casion against him; they made him an

offender for a word; they swore falsely

against him, and some who had been

his friends turned traitors and conspired

with the wicked and shed his blood. It

was generally believed by the enemies

of the Saints that that was the end of

the work of the Lord. The pulpit re-

sounded with thanks to God that the

great arch-impostor, Joseph Smith, was

slain. The priests rejoiced over it; and

though there was a feeling, tolerably

widespread, that it was barbarous to

kill him, under the plighted faith of Illi-

nois, yet the general feeling was that it

was a good thing that he was dead. But

God had a work to perform, and it did

not depend upon the life of one or two

individuals. It was His work, His king-

dom, His Church, His plan of salvation,

and He, by His own wisdom and His own

mighty hand bore it off.

These were the facts, and these con-

tinue to be the facts; and all that the

Latter-day Saints have to do is to live

within the confines of God's holy law and

up to their privileges. Are we doing

so? Are we walking in accordance with

these principles? Let us ask ourselves

these questions, and if any of us are re-

miss, let us immediately commence to re-

form, humble ourselves before God, and

be ready to sacrifice ourselves and all we

have, if necessary, for the building up

and redemption of Zion and for our sal-

vation.

We have come together as a Confer-

ence to compare notes with each other,

to rejoice together and to receive in-

struction; and let every man and woman

that has come or that may yet come,

lift their hearts to God in solemn prayer

that His blessing may rest upon His ser-

vants, that they may be inspired with a

double portion of His holy Spirit, that

the Priesthood, in all its life, power

and glory, may speak forth the words

of truth, light and intelligence that

shall pour comfort into the hearts of

the Saints, and guide and strengthen

them, and illuminate their path, that we,

one and all, may continue in the great

and glorious work which we have com-

menced.

May the Lord God of Hosts bless you,

and peace be and abide in your hearts,

that you may appreciate these things,

and exercise faith, union, knowledge,

power, and wisdom in your walk and con-

duct henceforth, and that these meet-

ings may be a blessing to all who attend

them, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.


