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martyrdom, that we should be required

to locate ourselves in the heart of this

continent. We came here then to ful-

fil the commandments of the Lord our

God, and to be free, in a measure, from

the persecutions of our enemies, that

we might have none to mob or molest

us as they had done from the time of

the rise of the Church until our flight

to these mountains. We came here be-

cause we loved God, because we loved

His laws—we loved the plan of salva-

tion, we loved the principles that He had

revealed, and because we knew that in

process of time, in fulfillment of ancient

prophecy respecting the Latter-day Zion

and the Church of the Most High God,

we should become a great and powerful

people.

We are taught in the Jewish record,

the Bible, that a little one shall become a

thousand and a small one a strong na-

tion. We believe these prophecies, we

know this to be the kingdom of God. We

well understood by the spirit of revela-

tion that God intended to fulfil all that

was spoken by the mouths of His an-

cient prophets, as well as that which

had been delivered in our day in re-

gard to the future glory and prosperity

of Zion, or the Church of the living God.

We understood that Zion was to be lo-

cated in the mountains; we understood,

as I have often repeated, from the 40th

chapter of Isaiah, that the time would

come when the Lord would commandHis

people, saying unto Zion, "Get up into

the high mountains." These things had

not been fulfilled in former ages, conse-

quently we know that they were yet in

the future. We knew that the Zion of the

latter days must be located in the moun-

tains. We could read the ancient prophe-

cies of that great prophet—Isaiah, in

the 18th chapter, that a great work

should be performed in the mountains,

a work that should attract the attention

of all the nations of the earth, so much

so that the prophet, when gazing upon

the work as shown to him by the spirit

of prophecy, calls upon all the inhabi-

tants of the world and the dwellers on

the earth to see when the Lord should

lift up an ensign upon the mountains.

That ensign we knew must be reared,

that great work must be accomplished,

and all people—not only those on the

American continent but all dwelling in

the four quarters of the globe, however

obscure, and however distant they might

be from the place where the ensign was

to be reared, would be required by the

power of the Lord, and by the marvelous

work that He should perform, to open

their eyes and contemplate that ensign,

understand its nature and comprehend,

in some measure, its purpose.

We came here to fulfil these an-

cient prophecies. God has lifted up this

Church—this kingdom, as a standard—

as an ensign to which the nations are in-

vited, and the ambassadors of the Most

High are sent forth from these moun-

tains carrying the glad tidings of sal-

vation in their mouths—carrying forth

the great and glorious principles that

God has revealed in establishing his

latter-day kingdom on the earth. Beau-

tiful indeed are the feet of those who

are sent forth from the mountains of

Zion to publish glad tidings of great joy

among the various nations and king-

doms of the earth; God is with them

in very deed. His power is over them,

and His arm encircles them round about.

Their voice is lifted up to the nations;

their hands are pointed to the West, to

the heart of the American continent—to

the everlasting hills, saying to mankind,

"Yonder, in those mountains, is a king-

dom that is never to be destroyed,

a kingdom that must exist forever;


