
while all earthly kingdoms and govern-
ments will crumble to the dust and will 
be blown away, like the chaff of the sum-
mer threshingfloor, to the four winds of 
heaven.”

Jesus said on a certain occasion to his 
disciples, and to the multitudes, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments.” There are 
tens of thousands, yes, hundreds of thou-
sands, of people now upon our globe who 
profess to love Jesus Christ. Do they keep 
his commandments? Some of them no 
doubt strive to do so. But there are many 
things to be taken into consideration in 
connection with the keeping of the com-
mandments of Jesus. In the first place it is 
very essential and necessary that we should 
know what his commandments are before 
we can keep them. In the second place it 
is very important and essential that we 
should give heed to all those command-
ments, whether they appear great or small 
in our estimation.

Do this people, called Latter-day Saints, 
really love the Lord their God, or is it a 
mere profession? When God raised up His 
servant Joseph Smith and inspired him 
from on high to give commandments and 
revelations and to organize His Church, 
forty years ago, we were but few in num-
ber. I well recollect when I was but a boy 
of nineteen visiting the place where this 
Church was organized, and visiting the 
Prophet Joseph, who resided at that time 
in Fayette, Seneca County, New York, 
at the house where the Church was orga
nized. I became acquainted more fully 
with that man and with the revelations 
and commandments that God had giv-
en to him; also with the few people who 
had been organized into a Church capac-
ity. I saw the spirit of the people, that is, I  
saw there was a desire to do good, to  
love the Lord, and to be obedient to the

commandments which the Prophet Joseph 
had delivered unto them.

On the 2nd day of January, 1831, a 
Conference was held in the same house 
where this Church was organized, and the 
various Branches in the State of New York 
were there gathered together. By the so-
licitations of the Conference the Prophet 
Joseph enquired of the Lord to know what 
was His will concerning the few Latter-
day Saints that were then in existence. 
The Lord hearkened to him, and gave on 
that occasion a revelation contained in the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, in which 
certain commandments were given, one 
being that all the Elders, Priests, Teachers, 
and Deacons of the various Branches of the 
Church, instead of going out to preach, 
should go to with all their might and labor 
for the gathering up of the people from the 
State of New York to the State of Ohio; 
that is, they were to assist those in the vari-
ous Branches who had property to dispose 
of the same, and in regulating all their 
affairs, and to arrange business in such a 
manner that they might be able to keep 
this commandment to gather together.

Now, suppose the people had refused 
to comply with this commandment; sup-
pose that the Elders, Priests, Teachers, and 
Deacons had considered the physical labor 
which the carrying out of this command 
entailed upon them beneath their notice, 
and had refused to make preparations to 
flee from the State of New York and to 
gather up some six hundred miles to the 
State of Ohio, what would have been the 
result? Would the love of God have dwelt 
in their hearts? No. Would they have man-
ifested before the heavens that they loved 
God with all their hearts? No. Would  
they have manifested to the Prophet,  
to the Priesthood and to one another
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