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land, Ohio, but the people then living

there, called Latter-day Saints. It was

not a work required of Noah, Abraham,

Moses, Solomon, nor of any other man

that ever existed on the earth, nor of any

people but those to whom it was given,

then living in the State of Ohio. Suppos-

ing they had said, "We will not build the

house; we can meet in a common meet-

inghouse, after the order of the Gentiles,

and we will take their forms of building,

it does not matter, we do not think it nec-

essary to be at all this expense, and we

can hire a house." Would that have been

sufficient? No, the only way we could

witness to one another and before the

Lord of hosts that we loved Him with all

our hearts was to go to and build a house

just according to the pattern.

Well, when we did build it, did the

Lord accept it, according to promise? He

did, and He revealed great and impor-

tant things in that house through His

servant, Joseph the Prophet; and not

only did Joseph have the privilege of

seeing and understanding the mind and

will of the Lord, but after the house

was built many others had this great

privilege given to them. For instance,

the Lord had promised to reveal Himself

unto many of His people and His Priest-

hood in that house. He did so. Among

other great revelations and visions given

there, was the revelation, which you

will find recorded in our Church his-

tory, of Elijah, the Prophet, of him who

was translated to heaven in a chariot

of fire. That same personage came and

stood in that temple and manifested cer-

tain keys, gave these keys to the ser-

vant of the Lord, the Prophet Joseph,

and said unto him that that was the

fulfillment of that which was spoken by

the Prophet Malachi. What has Malachi

said? He has told us of the great day of

the Lord that should come, when it

should burn as an oven, and when all

the proud and they that do wickedly

shall become as stubble and shall be

burned up, leaving them neither root nor

branch. He has told us that before that

great and terrible day the Lord would

send Elijah the Prophet. Or, to quote

the words of Scripture, "Behold I will

send you Elijah the Prophet before the

great and terrible day of the Lord shall

come." What great object had the Lord in

view in sending His ancient prophet as

a ministering angel to His people on the

earth? It is expressed in one sentence—

"He shall turn the hearts of the fathers

unto the children and the hearts of the

children unto the fathers, lest I come

and smite the earth with a curse." In

other words, there will be no flesh pre-

pared to escape the day appointed—no

flesh but what will become as stubble,

no flesh will be able to abide the pres-

ence of the Lord until Elijah comes. He

did come in that Kirtland Temple; he

appeared in his glorious majesty, and

there revealed the keys unto the ser-

vants of the Lord which should restore

this union between the fathers and the

children—something that we did not un-

derstand anything about, until the an-

gel Elijah revealed it unto us. This was

a great work to be accomplished in the

latter days, in order that the fathers,

from the days of the ancient Priesthood,

or those who were in the spirit world—

millions and millions of them, might be

redeemed through the ordinance of bap-

tism for the dead, turning the minds

and thoughts and affections of the chil-

dren, living on the earth, to search after

their ancient fathers and to be baptized

for them according to that which is con-

tained in the New Testament about bap-

tism for the dead. Moreover it turned

the hearts of those ancient fathers to


