THE LATTER-DAY WORK, ETC.

every word that proceeded out of His
mouth, and never disobey the least thing;
and consequently when He found that we
lacked in some of these things, He told us
He would not suffer that land to be pol-
luted by those who were called by His
name; for it was a choice land—a holy
land, and those who were called by His
name, and professed to be His disciples,
should not pollute it, and if they did they
should be scourged and driven away and
persecuted, and there would be few left
who would receive their inheritance there.

In the year 1833, in the month of
November, we began to feel this scourge
that the Lord had forewarned us of. Yet so
anxious was the Prophet Joseph that the
scourge might be averted that he took a
journey, in connection with some of the
prominent Elders of the Church, from the
State of Ohio, about one thousand miles,
to the western frontiers of Missouri, to
warn the people of the terrible judgment
that would overtake them, if they were not
more obedient. Bug, alas! their repentance
was not sufficient, though they were such
a good people—far better than any other
people or Church on the face of the earth;
but yet they did not come up to the letter
of the law which God had revealed, conse-
quently they did not manifest before Him
that they loved Him with all their hearts,
souls, might, mind and strength, and
judgment came upon them and they were
driven. Two hundred houses were burned,
our haystacks were burned, our cattle were
shot down by the mob, our merchandise
were strewn in the streets, our household
furniture broken up and scattered, and
the people were driven forth on the bleak
prairies in the cold month of November.
Then they remembered the prophe-
cies which the Lord had delivered by His
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servant Joseph; they remembered what had
been written and published, which they
had been warned of time and time again,
both by letter and by the personal ministry
of the servants of God in their midst.

They fled to Clay County and were
driven thence in a few months, when they
fled still further north into other unsettled
portions of the State of Missouri, and
again purchased lands of the Government,
and entered them and continued there a
few years; but by and by we were again
driven, thus fulfilling the word of the
Lord through His servant Joseph—that
we should be persecuted and driven from
place to place and from city to city un-
less we did as He told us. Finally, we were
driven into the State of Illinois, where we
purchased a beautiful spot of ground on
the eastern bank of the Mississippi River,
called Commerce, which we afterwards
called Nauvoo, a Hebrew word which
means beautiful for location.

After we had worked in Nauvoo for a
few years, and had gathered together our
people from various parts of the United
States and some from Great Britain, to the
number of some fifteen or twenty thousand
souls, in Nauvoo and the regions round
about, behold the mob was again upon us
and we were driven again, thus fulfilling
more fully the prophecies that had been
made, and we were driven here to these
mountains. We came here by the direction
of the servant of God, being led by him
on whom the Lord had placed the great
responsibility of leading this people. He
brought us here, and established us in the
heart of this country. Here we have extend-
ed our settlements south, north, east, and
west, until the country is now populated
with, as I suppose, some hundred thousand
inhabitants. I do not know how many,
it may be a hundred and fifty thousand
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