362

for aught I know. Suffice it to say, we
have over a hundred towns, cities and vil-
lages built up in the various portions of
this great Basin, this desert country. We
have beautified our inheritances; we have
planted fruit trees in abundance and orna-
mental shade trees, so as to make our resi-
dences cheering and beautiful in the midst
of a desert. God has been with us from the
time that we came to this land, and I hope
that the days of our tribulation are past. I
hope this, because God promised in the
year 1832 that we should, before the gen-
eration then living had passed away, return
and build up the City of Zion in Jackson
County; that we should return and build
up the temple of the Most High where we
formerly laid the cornerstone. He prom-
ised us that He would manifest Himself on
that temple, that the glory of God should
be upon it; and not only upon the temple,
but within it, even a cloud by day and a
flaming fire by night.

We believe in these promises as much
as we believe in any promise ever uttered
by the mouth of Jehovah. The Latter-
day Saints just as much expect to receive
a fulfillment of that promise during the
generation that was in existence in 1832
as they expect that the sun will rise and
set tomorrow. Why? Because God cannot
lie. He will fulfil all His promises. He has
spoken, it must come to pass. This is our
faith. It will depend upon the conduct of
the Latter-day Saints whether we suffer
more tribulation. We may suffer tribula-
tion although we are righteous in every
respect, though there were no sin found
in the midst of the people. Why? Because
the wicked always did persecute the righ-
teous, they always did hate the prin-
ciples and plan of salvation; still we have
greater claim upon the arm of Jehovah
for protection and assistance when we
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keep His commandments and love and
serve Him.

Did you ever hear of the Elders of this
Church getting up like the sectarian world
and speaking about the love of God dwell-
ing in their bosoms, and saying how much
they loved Jesus, and at the same time
transgressing his laws? No, we have no
right to make any such declaration as this;
hence we show to the heavens that we are
determined to do the will of God. Then we
may say that we love God; then we can say
that we love His ways, and His Priesthood,
and His Church, and His kingdom, and
His Gospel which He has sent forth by His
angels in the latter day.

I feel truly grateful to the Most High
God that such a great improvement has
been made among the Latter-day Saints
in these mountains. I think I am able to
judge. I have been with this people from
my youth up. Forty years have almost ex-
pired since I was baptized into this Church
and kingdom. I have known the former
history of the Saints; and I know and un-
derstand, in some measure, their present
condition, and I can contrast the two,
and [ see a decided improvement. Is there
more union amongst them? Yes; far more
than there was in the lifetime of Joseph;
and all that the great mass of the people
want is to know what God requires, and,
with one heart and mind, they will do it. If
God requires them to be baptized for their
dead, as far as they can search and find out
their ancestors’ names, they will do it with
all their hearts and souls. If He requires
them to receive the sacred ordinance of the
endowments, by which they may attain
to greater blessings and glory in His pres-
ence, they will go to with one heart and
mind to receive those ordinances. If God
requires His people to take a plurality of
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