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cling more closely to us than many of us

imagine, and it is only when the Spirit

of God rests upon us and we realize its

power to a greater extent that we can

understand and comprehend the power

of tradition over our minds and conduct.

This is the great obstruction to the teach-

ings of the Elders and to the reception

of and obedience to counsel; and that

prevents the people being united as the

heart of one man. It is this which pre-

vents us entering upon the more perfect

order that God has revealed, and that

gives our enemies more power in our

midst than they otherwise would have.

It should be the aim of every one of us

to seek, as far as possible, to put these

things away from us. It is our privilege

to have power from God, to have suf-

ficient faith bestowed upon us through

His Holy Spirit, to overcome these tra-

ditions. The writers in the Book of Mor-

mon, in speaking of the veil of darkness

that rested upon the minds of the peo-

ple, alluded to it as a veil which can be

rent asunder by the exercise of faith and

by the blessing of God upon His Saints.

There is a veil over our minds in conse-

quence of the Fall, and our being shut,

as it were, through that, from the pres-

ence of God. He can see us, but to us He

is invisible, and we can know Him only

through His Holy Spirit, as He reveals

Himself to us from time to time. In con-

sequence of this the adversary has great

power over the hearts of the children of

men; and it is only by exercising faith, by

seeking earnestly for that Spirit which

He bestows, that we are enabled to coun-

teract this darkness and the influence

which Satan seeks to exercise over our

hearts.

I rejoice in one fact which God

has revealed; it comforts my heart

when I think of our condition and cir-

cumstances and of His kingdom, and

that is that we live in the day when, ac-

cording to the words of the prophets and

according to the revelations which God

has given to us in this dispensation, the

power of Satan is becoming less and less,

and the power of God is to increase and

to be made more and more manifest, to

the exposing of the works of darkness

and to the breaking of the yoke which the

enemy of all righteousness seeks to fas-

ten upon the minds and understandings

of the children of men.

It is a glorious thought for us to re-

flect upon that we live in a day and at

a time in which God has promised to ex-

ercise His power in our behalf; when He

and Jesus and the holy angels and the

spirits of just men made perfect are all

engaged with us in hastening the great

work of redemption, and in banishing

from the earth the power of evil which

has so long held it in thralldom. God

has given us this promise, and if we will

labor with the zeal and industry which

should characterize His Saints in car-

rying out His purposes He will bestow

upon us every blessing that we need, and

will give us power, as I have said, to over-

come our traditions, to see the things of

God in their true light, and to behold the

truth in all its splendor and beauty.

There is one great truth that we have

to learn. Brother Carrington alluded to

it in his remarks; and all the Elders al-

lude to it more or less when address-

ing the Saints, and that is, that the

Gospel offers every advantage to those

who obey and are faithful to it that God

can bestow upon His children. There

is no advantage to be gained outside

of this Church or outside this Gospel;

there is no blessing that we can seek

for or desire, or that would be proper

for us to receive under our present cir-

cumstances that we cannot obtain in-

side the Gospel, or inside the truth;


