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deprive ourselves of comforts and submit

to privation if necessary to carry out this

policy. If our minds were not blinded by

tradition we should see at once that it

would be an advantage to us as a people

to put our means in one direction, and

not allow it to go outside the kingdom of

God any more than it is absolutely nec-

essary; and that we should never use the

influence which God has given us, or the

means which He has bestowed upon us

to foster or maintain any man or any-

thing that is opposed to His cause. Why,

the security that we have here in these

mountains depends upon our taking this

course to a very great extent.

We are engaged, as has been re-

marked, in a warfare. The enemy that

we have to oppose is one that does not

relent in the least degree; he does not

yield or show the least sign of mercy or

even to give us fair play; but continu-

ally shows a disposition to crowd us to

the wall and take every advantage, and

to overwhelm us in every possible man-

ner. God has brought us to this land;

He has given it unto us and has made

it a blest land for our sakes. He has sus-

tained us in a wonderful manner for a

great many years, and has given unto us

the means whereby we could surround

ourselves with those things necessary for

our convenience and comfort. For long

years the effort has been incessant on

the part of God's servants to induce us

to become a self-sustaining people. Now

that the railway is completed we can see

God's Spirit and His wisdom in this, im-

pelling His servants to dwell upon this

theme. Year after year, conference after

conference, and meeting after meeting

were the Saints instructed and contin-

ually urged to establish home manufac-

tures, and to develop the resourceswhich

they had in their own midst, so that they

might become self-sustaining. There was

a providence in this. As I now view

it, I can see its force more clearly than

ever, although I always saw the force

and necessity of the counsel; but now

that events have worked out the results

that we see around us, I can see the

propriety in God inspiring His servants

to give this counsel so many years ago.

He could see in His divine wisdom that

a day was coming when we should be,

so to speak, overwhelmed, or when at-

tempts would be made to overthrow us,

and when there would be a greater ne-

cessity, apparently, than at that day, that

we should be able to sustain ourselves,

and to keep our means within ourselves,

and not be under the necessity of foster-

ing those from abroad who might come

amongst us to acquire fortunes from our

means and labors. For years has coun-

sel on these subjects been reiterated in

our ears, and scarcely a meeting has

been held by the First Presidency, the

Twelve Apostles, or any of the Elders

of Israel in which this subject has not

been prominently dwelt upon, the Elders

feeling in their spirit and in their en-

tire being that it was essentially impor-

tant that the Latter-day Saints should

carry out this policy strictly. We can

now begin to see, if this counsel had not

been given, and the Saints had contin-

ued to spend their money with anybody

and everybody, no matter if it were the

greatest enemy of the kingdom of God,

what would have been our position to-

day. Our enemies would have been in

our midst, numbering hundreds where

they now only number tens; and the ef-

forts to disintegrate the kingdom of God

might have been attended with a degree

of success, whereas they have been en-

tirely abortive.

You may trace the counsels that

have been given to us from the be-

ginning, one step following another


