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in natural order and succession; one

principle leading to another, and one im-

portant truth engendering, as it were,

another important truth, revealing it

and bringing it more forcibly home to our

minds, until finally cooperation and its

necessity have been brought to our at-

tention and enforced upon us. Here tra-

dition has come up again and has had its

effect; and it has required days, weeks,

and it may be said years of preaching to

bring this principle home to the minds of

the Latter-day Saints, so that they could

see and understand its beauty and pro-

priety, and the advantages which would

result from its adoption in our midst.

If we had not these traditions to con-

tend with, cooperation would be sus-

tained with hardly a dissentient. We

should grasp the idea at once, and see

beauty in it. We would say, "That is a

principle I can recognize; I see its force

and its advantages, and I am ready to

adopt it and carry it out." But no, there

are these traditions; there is this unbe-

lief, this reluctance on the part of the

people to part with their old systems and

to adopt the principles of the Gospel and

the revelations of Jesus Christ, as they

are given unto us. There is that terri-

ble tradition, that has such strong hold

of all our minds, that the Priesthood of

God and the religion of Jesus Christ have

nothing to do particularly with temporal

matters. It is a tradition almost as old as

Christianity. It has come down to us for

generations and centuries, and is fully

interwoven in the hearts, minds and feel-

ings of the children of men, and it is an

exceedingly difficult thing to get them

to comprehend that temporal things and

spiritual things are alike in the sight

of God; that there is no line of demar-

cation between the two; that the reli-

gion of Jesus Christ applies to one as

much as another, and comprehends

within its scope, temporal equally with

spiritual matters.

This has made it difficult to enforce

upon us the necessity of practically car-

rying out the principle of cooperation.

"O," say men, "that is a temporal mat-

ter, pertaining merely to the buying and

selling of goods; it is not particularly con-

nected with life and salvation or with

eternal glory in the kingdom of God." But

there they mistake. I look upon that

principle, though it may be subordinate

in some respects, as divine, as coming

through revelation, and as necessary in

its place as any other principle that can

be mentioned which is connected with

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are

all alike to me—all alike necessary and

divine. Divine wisdom has prompted

their practice, and has inspired the ser-

vant of God who presides and whom God

has chosen to be His mouthpiece in our

midst, to reveal them, one as much as

another, unto us as a people.

When we have practiced this princi-

ple long enough, and are sufficiently ad-

vanced in it, there are other principles,

now ahead, which we shall be prepared

to enter upon and practice. But we must

get rid of this tradition that envelopes

us and which lies in our pathway, and

which is so serious an obstacle to our

progress. As fast as we overcome our tra-

ditions there will be other principles re-

vealed to us, and thus it will go on, law

after law and principle after principle be-

ing revealed until we shall be prepared

to enter into the glory of our God, and

to dwell in the presence of God and the

Lamb.

It is essentially necessary then, in

view of these things, that we should

exercise faith. Our minds should be

drawn out and our faith exercised.

It may be but little in the begin-

ning. As the Prophet Alma said, when


