OUR TRADITIONS, ETC.

addressing the people on one occasion, and
referring to the word of the Lord, it was
like seed planted in the heart; its influence
and effect at first were not very powerful;
but if it were planted in the heart, by and
by it began to germinate and grow and the
possessor of it said, “Why it is a good seed,
I feel it growing!” And if it were nourished,
and cherished it would continue to grow
until, to use a figure, it would become a
great tree, and fill the whole man with
light, knowledge, and wisdom, and with
the gifts and qualifications necessary to
make him perfect before the Lord. Our
faith may be small in the beginning, but
if we cultivate it, it will grow; if we do not
it will die out, noxious weeds will spring
up and choke it. But if we exercise it as we
should, the veil of darkness that separates
us from God, and which prevents us com-
prehending the things of His kingdom,
will grow thinner and thinner, until we
see with great distinctness and clearness
the purposes of God our heavenly Father,
and comprehend them as He designs we
should, and carry them out in our lives.
This should be our aim as a people and
as individuals, every day living so near to
God that we shall have more of His Spirit
and power, and more of the gifts and en-
dowments of the holy Gospel of the Son of
God. If we take and continue in this course
we shall feel and understand that we are
progressing in the knowledge of God and
in the comprehension of truth. And let me
tell you, my brethren and sisters, if we thus
live, when counsel is given, no matter what
it may be, or what principle it may refer
to, it will be plain and simple, and as clear
unto our minds as the light we now see;
and our understandings will be enlight-
ened by it and we shall see beauty in it.
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If it be to stop trading with our enemies,
we will adopt it. We shall feel, “That prin-
ciple is true, it recommends itself to my
understanding; the Spirit of God bears wit-
ness to my spirit that it is true, and I will
adopt it.” And then, after awhile, when
cooperation is taught unto us we will re-
ceive that also in a like spirit and faith; and
if our minds are possessed of the Spirit of
God we will say, “There is light in this
principle; I see its advantages, I will sustain
it by carrying it out myself, and I will try
and exercise influence with my friends and
induce them to do the same, that it may
become universally practiced in the midst
of the Saints.” It will be thus, if we live our
religion, not only with every principle that
God has revealed, but that He may here-
after reveal. We shall know for ourselves
concerning them; they will be plain and
simple and in harmony with our feelings.
There will be no disturbance of mind, no
difficulty in carrying them out. This will
go on under the leadership of him whom
God has chosen to be our guide, and we
shall progress step by step, week by week,
gaining power, knowledge, influence, terri-
tory, and wealth, until we shall emancipate
this land and redeem it from the thralldom
of sin and from the power of Satan; and
the kingdom of Satan will recede before
the light, faith and power of the Saints of
the kingdom of God.

This is the work in which we are en-
gaged. It is not a work to occupy our at-
tention for one day, and then have it
diverted from it for a week; but it is the
work of our entire lifetime, all that we
have to do. It is a mission that God has
given to us here on earth. We can’t be en-
gaged in anything more noble than this
work, for it is the work of God—a work
in which He, Himself, is engaged—a
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