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prayer, to becoming selfish and sordid,

and to the commission of sin. There are

causes for all this, for let me tell you,

and testify to you today, that the Latter-

day Saint who lives near to God, and

has the Spirit of God constantly resting

upon him or her, never has any doubts

about any principle that God has re-

vealed. When the gathering was taught

they were prepared for it; when the pay-

ment of tithing was taught they were

prepared for it; when consecration was

taught they were prepared for it; when

the move South was taught they were

prepared for it; when the move back was

taught they were prepared for it; when

celestial marriage was taught they were

prepared for it; when the word came,

"Cease to trade with our enemies," they

were prepared for it; and when coopera-

tion was taught they were prepared for

it. There was no doubt in their minds,

because the same Spirit that taught

them that this was the truth in the be-

ginning, and that God had spoken from

the heavens, taught them also that all

these things were true. But when you

have doubts respecting counsel given by

the servants of God, then be assured, my

brethren and sisters, there is room for re-

pentance; we are not living as near to

God as we should do; we have not the

Spirit of God as we once had it, and we

should seek unto God with full purpose

of heart, that the light of His Spirit may

be bestowed upon us again. Then, when

the servant of God stands up and teaches

us concerning the things of the kingdom,

his words will find a lodging place in

our hearts; his counsels will be clear and

sweet unto us, and there will be no du-

biety, no distress, neither any disposi-

tion to repel these counsels or to feel of-

fended at them. And if the word come

to us to go on a foreign mission, to go

to "Dixie," to Bear Lake, or any other

place to perform this or that labor, we

shall be ready to obey, for the Spirit will

reveal to us beforehand what we have to

do and prepare us for its performance.

These are the privileges of the Latter-

day Saints. I talk not of something that

is theory, or away off, or that happened

years ago; I talk not of that which is out

of our reach, but I speak of that which is

within our reach, within the reach of all:

it is practical. We can obtain and pos-

sess and enjoy it; and if we do not, we

do not live up to our privileges as Latter-

day Saints. O! I feel sometimes, I wish

I had the tongue of an angel to proclaim

to the children of men the glad tidings of

salvation that God has revealed to us in

the day in which we live. This blessed

time! This time of times, when God in

His mercy has restored His Church to

the earth, and has given us prophets

and Apostles and the Holy Ghost and its

gifts; and in His great mercy has brought

us to this land, where we can dwell in

peace, where we can go out and in before

the Lord without any to molest or make

us afraid.

My brethren and sisters, what

blessed privileges we do enjoy when com-

pared with the Saints in former days;

and even when compared with our own

circumstances in the early history of the

Church, what blessed privileges God has

given us in this glorious land! We have

rulers of our own choice—men whom

God has chosen; we have the voice of God

in our midst, so that we need not walk in

darkness and doubt. There is no uncer-

tainty in all the land of Zion concerning

the purposes of God. It need not be said

of us as it was of Israel, "There is no

Urim and Thummim; there is no dream

or vision, and no prophet in the land."


