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for all that has been spoken concerning
this Zion of God in the mountains will
come to pass. It is the work of God, and
his eyes are over it; the heavens behold it.
Every prophet and Apostle who ever bore
testimony to this work is watching us with
the deepest interest; they watch our labors
and faithfulness, and are anxious about the
course we pursue. Many of them desired
to live in our day, but had not the privi-
lege. We have been permitted to see and
live in this great and eventful age of the
world. The God of heaven has put into
our hands the Gospel, the Priesthood, the
keys of his kingdom, and the power to re-
deem the earth from the dominion of sin
and wickedness under which it has groaned
for centuries, and under which it groans to-
day. Let us lay these things to heart, and
try to live our religion; so that when we get
through we may look back on our lives,
and feel that we have done what was re-
quired of us, individually and collectively.
The Lord requires much at our hands—
more than he has ever required of any gen-
eration that has preceded us; for no gen-
eration that has ever lived on the earth was
called upon to establish the kingdom of
God on the earth, knowing that it should
be thrown down no more forever. Daniel
saw this; the Prophet Isaiah had spoken of
it; in fact three-fourths of all his predictions
relate to the establishment of the kingdom
of God in the latter days; to our persecu-
tions, to our travels to these valleys of the
mountains, to the lifting up of the standard
to the people on the mountains of Israel; to
the casting up of the great highway—this
national railroad, which the ransomed of
the Lord should walk over, and on which
the Gentiles should come to the light of
Zion, and kings to the brightness of her

rising.
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These things are to come to pass in our
day, and the beginning has commenced,
and the end will come by the power of
God and in fulfillment of his promises;
and it is at our hands the work is required.
Therefore I feel to bear my testimony to-
day that this is the work of God, that
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, and
that Brigham Young is a prophet of God,
and is inspired, led, dictated and directed
of the Lord, and has been very profitable
to the Latter-day Saints, and is doing all
he can for the salvation of the world. So
did Joseph Smith, while he lived. He came
in fulfillment of prophecy, accomplished
what was required of him, laid the foun-
dation of the work, received the keys of
the Priesthood and Apostleship, and every
gift and grace in the organization of the
Church necessary to carry it on. We are
called to build on the foundation he laid,
until Zion shall arise and put on her beau-
tiful garments and the people of God be-
come united as the heart of one man; until
the little stone, cut out of the mountain
without hands, becomes a mountain and
fills the whole earth, and accomplishes all
God has spoken concerning it.

Brethren and sisters, let us unite to-
gether and be faithful, and live our religion
every day, and do our duty in 1871 as in
any of the years that are past and gone since
we have been acquainted with the Gospel
of Christ. If we do this we shall come off
triumphant. The God of heaven is our
friend, and blessed is that people whose
God is the Lord. Blessed is that people who
do not turn to any other God but the liv-
ing and true God.

May God bless you, bless this assembly,
bless us as a people, and the honest and
meek of the earth everywhere, and prepare
us for the great events which await this
generation, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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