
the others were to pronounce curses also 
on conditions. Israel were to be blessed in 
their basket and in their store; in their go-
ings out and in their comings in; blessed 
with all the blessings of the earth in the 
land of Palestine; blessed with the comforts 
and consolations of the Spirit; with revela-
tions, with prophets, with all the blessings 
that had been enjoyed by their forefathers 
in the days of their righteousness; but if 
they would not do this, the others upon 
the other hill were to curse them; they were 
to be cursed in their basket and in their 
store; in the increase of their fields and in 
their flocks; cursed with all the plagues of 
Egypt. Their enemies, though few in num-
ber, should come against them, and they, 
though many, should flee before them. 
They should be dispersed until the latter 
days. In the latter days the Lord would 
again stretch forth his hand and would 
bring them from all the nations of the 
earth, where they have been scattered, to 
their own land of Canaan.

Almost the last thing that Moses did 
among the children of Israel was to pro-
nounce separate blessings upon each tribe, 
commencing with the firstborn, Reuben, 
taking them according to their ages, pro-
nouncing a variety of blessings, spiritual 
and temporal, upon the twelve tribes, un-
til he comes down to Joseph. The words 
which I have read were the blessings upon 
that tribe: “Blessed of the Lord be his land.” 
It was a temporal blessing then; it did not 
particularly have reference to those spiri-
tual blessings that pertain to eternity, but 
it was a temporal blessing. “Blessed of the 
Lord be his land, for the precious things of 
the earth, the precious things of heaven, for 
the dew, and for the deep that coucheth be-
neath. For the precious fruits brought forth 
by the sun, and for the precious things

put forth by the moon, And the chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and for 
the precious things of the everlasting hills, 
And for the precious things of the earth 
and the fulness thereof, and for the good 
will of him that dwelt in the bush: let the 
blessing come upon the head of Joseph, 
and upon the top of the head of him that 
was separated from his brethren.” You 
perceive, then, that this blessing was of a 
temporal nature.

Now when Joseph entered the land of 
Palestine he received an inheritance with 
the rest of the tribes. Both Ephraim and 
Manasseh received their inheritances; one 
of them received an inheritance on the 
east side of Jordan; the other, Ephraim, 
received an inheritance on the west of 
Jordan in connection with the rest of the 
tribes. “Blessed of the Lord be his land;” 
and among the precious things that were 
to be given were the precious things of the 
earth and the fullness thereof. What are we 
to understand by the fullness of the earth? 
I understand it to mean the products of 
all climates. Palestine is in the temperate 
zone, and therefore produces fruits that are 
adapted to a temperate climate. Let me re-
fer you to the blessing of Jacob, the father 
of Joseph, upon Ephraim and Manasseh. 
In the 48th chapter of Genesis we read that 
Joseph brought up his two sons to Jacob 
to receive his last blessing. Jacob was blind, 
and when Ephraim and Manasseh were 
brought before him, Manasseh being the 
oldest was brought before the old Patriarch 
in such a way that the old man would place 
his right hand upon the firstborn, and  
his left hand upon the younger, that the 
firstborn might receive the prophetic bless-
ing. Being guided by the spirit of inspira-
tion, the old Patriarch crossed his hands 
and laid his right hand upon the head  
of the younger and his left hand upon
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