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Saints were driven from State to State
until they finally crossed the Missouri
River and came to these valleys. Thus I
have endeavored to give you a very brief
sketch of the organization of this Church,

and it has been very brief indeed.

I see the time is up; much more might
be said from the holy Bible in relation to
this great Latter-day work, but time will
not permit. Amen.
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HOME MANUFACTURES—UNION IN BUSINESS MATTERS

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT GEORGE A. SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE
NEW TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY, MAY 6, 1870
Reported by David W. Evans

In February, 1831, just after the orga-
nization of the Church, we received a rev-
elation through Joseph Smith, command-
ing the members of the Church to let the
beauty of their garments be the workman-
ship of their own hands. It reads as fol-
lows: “And again, thou shalt not be proud
in thy heart; let all thy garments be plain,
and their beauty the beauty of the work of
thine own hands; And let all things be done
in cleanliness before me. Thou shalt not
be idle; for he that is idle shall not eat the
bread nor wear the garments of the labor-
er.” This revelation was given almost forty
years ago, but slowly, very slowly, have we
advanced in fulfilling it; and it really seems
that some of the first commandments given
to the Church are amongst the last obeyed.
I realize the reason of this, when reflecting
upon the great work to be done in mold-
ing the children of God, gathered from
the various nations and denominations,
with all their prejudices, traditions, and
varied habits of living. They come here
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filled with ideas averse to those of God and
differing from each other; and under these
circumstances it is difficult for them to ar-
rive at a oneness in their associations—to
use an expression common amongst us at
the present—it is difficult for them to co-
operate to build up Zion in the last days.
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, was three
hundred and sixty-five years preparing
the people, before the saying went forth:
“Zion has fled.” “Enoch was 25 years old
when he was ordained under the hand of
Adam; and he was 65 and Adam blessed
him. And he saw the Lord, and he walked
with him, and was before his face con-
tinually; and he walked with God 365
years, making him 430 years old when he
was translated.” Doc. and Cov., sec. 3,
par. 24. Three hundred and sixty-five years
teaching and instructing the people, and
setting examples before them, and form-
ing a city that should be a model city of
Zion. It was in an age when men lived
longer, and when, peradventure, they had
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