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have turned away from that country

and swerved from the mission assigned

them there have lost a great and glo-

rious blessing, which it will be exceed-

ingly difficult for them ever to regain. I

am exceedingly gratified at the progress

which has been made in that country,

and I realize that our brethren, from

year to year, are becoming more and

more united.

Some tell us that we want capital,

and that we should send abroad and get

men to come here with money to build

factories. This is not what we need.

If the cotton lord and the millionaire

come here and hire you to build factories

and pay you their money for their work,

when the factory is erected they own it,

and they set their price upon your labor

and your wool or cotton—they have do-

minion over you. But if, by your own

efforts and exertions, you cooperate to-

gether and build a factory it is your own.

You are the lords of the land, and if for-

tunes are made the means is yours and

it is used to oppress no one. The prof-

its are divided among those whose labor

produced it, and will be used to build

up the country. Hence it is not capital,

that is, it is not so much money that

is needed. It is unity of effort on the

part of the bone, sinew, skill and inge-

nuity which we have in our midst, and

which, in whatever enterprise has been

attempted hitherto, under the direction

of the servants of the Lord, with whole-

souled unity on the part of the people,

has proved successful. Let us be dili-

gent in these things. Why send abroad

for our cloth when we have the neces-

sary means and skill to manufacture it

for ourselves? Why not let these moun-

tains produce the fine wool? And why not

let the low valleys produce the silk, flax,

and all other articles that are necessary

which it is possible to produce within the

range of our climate, and thus secure

to ourselves independence? I am very

well aware that this has looked, and to

many still looks, a wild undertaking; but

that which has been accomplished gives

abundant evidence of what may be. If

we continue to import our hats, bonnets,

boots, shoes and clothing, and send away

all the gold, silver and currency that we

can command to pay for them, we shall

ever remain dependent upon the labor

of others for many of the actual neces-

saries of life. If, on the other hand, we

devise means to produce them from the

elements by our own labor we keep our

money at home, and it can be used for

other and more noble purposes, and we

become independent.

Some may say, "We are willing that

you should preach faith and repentance,

and baptism for the remission of sins,

but we do not want you to have any-

thing to say about business matters." No

idea could be more delusive; this over-

sight in temporal matters being indis-

pensably necessary; for the Latter-day

Saints have been gathered from the old

settled nations of the earth and are un-

acquainted with the manner of life in

new and sparsely settled countries. An

intelligent citizen of Provo, on his ar-

rival in this country, came to my gar-

den to work; he undertook to set out

some vegetables—onions, carrots, and

parsnips, and he set every one of them

wrongside up. My wife went out, and,

seeing what he was doing, she said,

"You are foolish." "Why so?" said he, "I

thought I was pretty smart." "Why you

have planted these things all wrong end

up." "Have I, I did not know any better.

I never saw such things planted before."

That man became a wealthy farmer. But

he had to learn; he had never seen a car-

rot planted to produce seed in his life,


