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as well as daughters follow many fash-

ions that are uncomely, foolish and vain.

What do you say? "Shall we introduce

a fashion of our own, and what shall it

be?" Do you want us to answer and tell

you how to make your bonnets? Let me

say to you that, in the works of God,

you see an eternal variety, consequently

we do not ask the people to become

Quakers, and all the men wear wide-

brimmed hats, and the ladies wear drab

or cream-colored silk bonnets projecting

in the front, perhaps six or seven inches,

rounded on the corners, with a cape be-

hind. This is Quakerism, that is, so far

as headdresses are concerned for ladies

and gentlemen. But while we do not

ask this, we do ask the sisters to make

their bonnets so as to shelter themselves

from the storm and from the rays of the

sun. I have heard a saying that three

straws and a ribbon would make a head-

dress for a fashionable lady. This was a

year or two ago; and the same varying,

fantastic, foolish notions prevail with re-

gard to other portions of a lady's habil-

iments as much as with her headdress.

A few years ago it took about sixteen

yards of common-width cloth to make a

dress for a lady, for she wanted two or

three yards to drag in the streets, to be

smeared by every nuisance she walked

over. Now I suppose they make their

dresses out of five yards and a half, and

then have abundance left for an apron.

They put me now strongly in mind of

the ladies I used to see in Canada some

years ago, who made their dresses out of

two breadths of tow and linen, and when

they were in meeting they were all the

time busy pulling them down, for they

would draw up. The young ladies look

now as if they needed somebody to walk

after them to keep pulling down their

dresses.

How foolish and unwise this is,

and how contrary to the spirit of the

Gospel that we have embraced! This

Gospel is full of good sense, judgment,

discretion and intelligence. Does this

look intelligent? Suppose the ladies

continue the fashion of shortening their

dresses, how long will it be before three-

quarters of a yard will be enough for

them? You may say that such extrava-

gant comparisons are ridiculous. I say,

no more than your dresses and many

of your habits and fashions now, only

they may be a little exaggerated, that

is all. Anything is ridiculous, more or

less, that is not comely. I do beseech

my sisters to stop their foolishness and

to go to work and make their own head-

dresses. If they will they will be blessed.

Do you say, "How shall we be blessed?"

I will tell you—by introducing a spirit of

industry into your families, and a spirit

of contentment into your hearts, which

will give you an interest in your domes-

tic cares and affairs that you have not

hitherto enjoyed. Doctor Young says that

"Life's cares are comforts," and they who

take an interest in and try to promote

their individual welfare, that of their

neighbors or of the human family, will

find a pleasure such as is derived from

few other sources. They derive delight

and pleasure from it, and are filled with

peace. But when the eyes of people are

like the fool's eyes—wandering to the

ends of the earth, continually wishing,

longing for and desiring that which they

have not got, they are never happy. If

we will take the course I have indicated,

we shall be benefited in our spirits, and

shall have more of the Spirit of the Lord.

I wish to say to you, and you may

read it in the Bible if you wish, that

he who has the love of the world

within him hath not the love of the

Father. They who love the things


