
grapes, and I thought of it many times 
after. What else did I spend needlessly? 
Not much. “Well,” but say some, “Brother 
Brigham do not you have good horses?” 
Yes, I do. Do you know where I got them? 
But some of them were given to me, and I 
thank God and those who bestowed them, 
and I use them prudently. But I would as 
lief my poor brethren and sisters would 
ride in my carriage as to ride in it myself. 
Yet in many things I may be to blame, and 
do wrong, but in many things I know that 
we as a people do wrong.

“Well, Brother Brigham, what shall we 
do?” I say make your own headdresses; here 
is abundance of material to do it with, and 
it is not right for me to pay out hundreds 
and perhaps thousands of dollars annu-
ally for needless articles of dress for my 
family. The same is true of my brethren. 
If that means were to go to gather the poor 
this season, it would bring many from the 
old countries. About this, however, I will 
say that it is rather discouraging to bring 
people here and to put them in situations 
to live and accumulate, and then they, 
as soon as they make a little means, lift 
their heel against God and his anointed. 
Nevertheless it is our duty to feed nine per-
sons who are unworthy rather than to turn 
away the tenth, if he be worthy. It is better 
to bring ninety-nine persons here who are 
unworthy than to leave one that is worthy 
to perish there, consequently we say we will 
do all we can. They, whom we bring here, 
are agents for themselves before God, and 
they act for themselves.

But now, brethren and sisters, let us stop 
and again consider and think. Can we not 
sustain ourselves more than we do? I do not 
ask my sisters to make themselves sunbon-
nets and wear them and nothing else. I do

not say, all of you adopt some particular 
fashion and stick to that alone. This is not 
the question; the question is, will we stop 
wearing that that is so useless and needless? 
If we will, we can have scores of thousands 
annually to bestow upon the poor, to rear 
temples, to build tabernacles and school-
houses, to endow schools, to educate our 
children, and to aid every charitable insti-
tution and every other purpose that will 
advance the kingdom of God on the earth.

This would be wisdom in us. What do 
we think about it? What do you say, young 
ladies—I mean all of you this side of a 
hundred years old—will you stop follow-
ing the foolish fashions of the world, and 
begin to act like people possessing moral 
courage and good natural sense? If this is 
your mind, brethren and sisters, I ask you, 
young and old, to make it manifest, as I do, 
by raising your right hand. (A sea of hands 
was immediately raised.) Some, no doubt, 
feel ready to say, “Why, Brother Brigham, 
do not you know that your family is the 
most fashionable in the city?” No, I do not; 
but I am sure that my wives and children, 
in their fashions and gewgaws, cannot beat 
some of my neighbors. I will tell you what I 
have said to my wives and children; shall I? 
Shall I expose what I say to them on these 
points? Yes, I will. I have said to my wives, 
“If you will not stop these foolish fashions 
and customs I will give you a bill if you 
want it.” That is what I have said, and that 
is what I think. “Well, but you would not 
part with your wives?” Yes, indeed I would. 
I am not bound to wife or child, to house 
or farm, or anything else on the face of the 
earth, but the Gospel of the Son of God. 
I have enlisted all in this cause, and in it is 
my heart, and here is my treasure. Some 
may say, “Why, really, Brother Brigham,
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