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true that we believe and testify that we

have been called to proclaim the ever-

lasting Gospel in its ancient purity and

simplicity, with the plenitude of its gifts

and graces as enjoyed in ancient days;

and that we have been called to lay the

foundation of that work which is des-

tined to grow, increase and spread un-

til it fills the whole earth from north to

south, from east to west. Yet we do not

on this account arrogate to ourselves all

the kindness, mercy, care, and goodness

which God dispenses to his creatures on

the earth; but we firmly believe that in

every nation, and among every kindred,

tongue and people, and, in fact, in ev-

ery creed on the face of the wide earth

of ours there are those over whom God

watches with peculiar care and to whom

his blessings are extended; and we be-

lieve that his providences are over all the

works of his hands, and that none are

so remote, friendless and isolated that

they are not the objects of his care, mercy

and kindness. This is our belief; and

when we see the events which are tak-

ing place at the present time in Europe,

when we hear of revolutions and wars, of

nation rising against nation, of the vari-

ous judgments and calamities as well as

the various kindnesses and mercies that

are bestowed upon and extended to the

inhabitants of the earth, and to the var-

ious nationalities into which they are di-

vided, we see in all these things the hand

of our kind and beneficent Creator; we

see his providences, we behold his go-

ing forth, and we acknowledge his good-

ness; and we also think that we can dis-

cern his overruling care and providence

for the bringing to pass the great events

of which he has spoken, which will even-

tually result in the emancipation of our

race from the thralldom of evil under

which it groans.

It is true, as I have already re-

marked, that God has called us out of

the nations to be his peculiar people; but

we are not the only ones who will be so

called. The message which came to us

and which we received and were made

glad thereby, is sent to every kindred,

tongue and people on the face of the

whole earth. It has gathered us out to be

the pioneers in this great work; but the

call is not ended nor the period arrived

when it shall no longer be proclaimed by

our being gathered together. It is still in

force, and has to be carried throughout

earth's wide domain, until the reverbera-

tion thereof shall be heard in every land,

and men of every nationality, tongue and

creed shall have heard and had a chance

to receive or reject the glad tidings of sal-

vation which have been committed unto

us.

The dealings of God with our own na-

tion, the singular events which are tran-

spiring at the present time on the con-

tinent of Europe, the revolutions that

are taking place in Asia, and the wars

and commotions that seem to convulse

most of the nations of the earth, have

all for their object, as we believe, the

preparation of the way by which this

greatmessage can be carriedmore freely,

and its principles declared more thor-

oughly to all the inhabitants of the earth.

The Prophets looked down to the days of

the future and they saw in vision that

God would perform a great and mighty

work in the midst of the inhabitants of

the earth. They wrote about it, and

some of the finest writing in the Bible

contains glorious allusions to the last

days, when God should stretch forth his

arm in mighty power in the midst of

his people and accomplish a great and

marvelous work—a work that should

be a wonder in the eyes of all people.

The religious sects of Christendom, for

hundreds of years, have looked forward


