
to the accomplishment of these predictions, 
and the hope of this has cheered them in 
their operations, labors, expenditures, and 
in every effort they have made for the re-
demption of the race and its enlightenment 
in the principles of Christianity. To ac-
complish the fulfillment of the predictions 
contained in the Bible they have used every 
means in their power; but they have not 
met with the success which they desired. 
Still, so firm has been their faith in these 
predictions, that they have persevered, al-
though the result of their labors, take it as 
a rule, has not been of a cheering character. 
Tract societies, Bible societies, mission-
ary societies, and societies of almost every 
kind and description have been organized 
with the best of motives, and with vast 
expenditures of means, for the purpose of 
fulfilling the predictions of the prophets 
concerning the inhabitants of the earth. 
But there has been a power lacking, there 
has been an influence wanting; there has 
not been that union, blessing of heaven 
and that providential combination of cir-
cumstances necessary to bring to pass the 
results desired. Man may toil, labor and ex-
pend his means and forces, and may bring 
to his aid all the wisdom of which he is 
the possessor to bring about divine results; 
but unless God give the increase, as the 
Scriptures say, his labors will be fruitless. 
This has been signally fulfilled in the re-
sults which we see around us at the present 
time in Christendom, for their efforts have 
not been crowned with success. Travel 
through the most Christian nations to-
day, and there is no disguising the fact that  
they are the most deeply steeped in wretch-
edness and wickedness. It is true that 
men live in the midst of these things un-
til they become so accustomed to them as 
to accept them as a necessary condition

of affairs. They may say it has been so 
from the beginning and will be so to the 
end, and to attempt to change this and to 
introduce a state of society without evil is 
utopian, it never can be effected. They ac-
cept the wretchedness, degradation, pov-
erty, prostitution, and all the numerous 
evils that abound in the nations of which 
they are members, as something that can-
not be removed—as the necessary conse-
quence of our existence here on the earth. 
But the prophets have predicted that a time 
shall come when our race shall be eman-
cipated from these evils, and when there 
shall be nothing to hurt or destroy in all 
the holy mountain of the Lord; when 
swords shall be beaten into ploughshares 
and spears into pruninghooks; when na-
tion shall no longer rise against nation, and 
war shall be learned no more. The proph-
ets have predicted that the time shall come 
when the knowledge of God shall cover 
the earth as the waters cover the mighty 
deep; and when man need no longer say 
to his neighbor, “Know ye the Lord,” but 
when all shall know him, from the least 
unto the greatest. There is no doubt that, 
if anything in the Scriptures is true, these 
predictions are, and that they will be veri-
fied to the letter. But man, in his efforts to 
bring about this time, has labored without 
the concurrence of heaven, without the 
divine blessing resting upon his labors. 
He has run before he was sent; in his zeal 
he has undertaken measures for which he 
had no warrant. What, then, shall cure or 
bring the means of cure to our race? What  
shall ameliorate the condition of the 
human family? What scheme shall be 
adopted to bring to the earth the bless- 
ings which we are told it is our privilege  
to enjoy, at some period or other? Shall 
man seek to bring this about without

STIRRING TIMES, ETC. 25

JOD Vol 14-LIVE.indd   25JOD Vol 14-LIVE.indd   25 5/16/20   8:45 PM5/16/20   8:45 PM


