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creatures we have had persecution; in-

stead of comfort we have had reviling;

instead of words of encouragement, we

have, as it were, had deep damnation

poured out upon our heads. We have had

adverse circumstances to contend with,

but we have also had that which is better

than all the world can bestow—the aid

of heaven, divine concurrence; we have

had a combination of circumstances to

aid us in accomplishing the objects for

which we started out. The result is, we

are in these valleys today—a people of

varied nationality, of varied creeds and

modes of education, and a people as ut-

terly diverse in their original traditions

and habits as men and women of our

color could be. And yet, what do we see?

Why, throughout all this range of valleys

a people homogeneous, dwelling together

in peace, love and union, and enjoying all

the blessings promised to the people of

God in the last days. I say all the bless-

ings, but not in their fullness. We are

but imperfect yet; we are not prepared

for these blessings in their fullness; but

so far as we are progressed and are pre-

pared, they have been bestowed upon us;

and today we present to the eyes of the

world one of the most remarkable spec-

tacles that can be seen.

Men may say, "Pooh, pooh, you

Latter-day Saints are nothing! You are

too contemptible for notice!" But our

acts show that there is a power and

an influence with us that the inhabi-

tants of the earth elsewhere do not pos-

sess. We are looked upon as a social

phenomenon in the earth; we are di-

verse from every other people; and our

community is the object of attention and

I may say of respect that its numbers

do not entitle it to. Men from afar

cannot cross the continent without com-

ing to visit the Latter-day Saints. Why

is this? It is because there is a feel-

ing throughout the earth that there is

something remarkable connected with

us, that we are not as other people

are. What is it that distinguishes us

from our fellows? What is it that dis-

tinguishes us from the average Amer-

ican, Englishman, Scandinavian, Ger-

man, Swiss, Italian, or Frenchman, or

from the average Asiatic? There is some-

thing; they feel it and we feel it; and that

distinction is, we believe in revelation,

we profess to be guided by revelation.

We are peculiar when compared with the

rest of the world, because all our move-

ments are under divine guidance. We

claim this, and we act upon it; we seek

for it, and God bestows it upon us. It is

our testimony, at least, that he bestows

it upon us, for we see the results. We see

what is not witnessed anywhere else on

the earth.

As I have already said, tract, Bible

and missionary societies have been

formed, and the wealth of the nations

has been poured into the hands of re-

ligious people, and spent lavishly and

without stint, for the salvation of the hu-

man family; but where on the face of the

earth can you find the fruits to be wit-

nessed before me today, and that can be

seen throughout the Territory of Utah.

Why is this? Because, as I have said,

they have labored without the concur-

rence of heaven; they have run before

they were sent. But unto us, scattered,

isolated individuals, this message from

God came, and there being a spark of di-

vinity within us, we received it and em-

braced it, and have endeavored to live

up to it, and God has blessed us and our

labors. But after all, what we have done

is very little.

I have told you what has been re-

marked here, time and time again,

probably you have heard it, respect-

ing our insignificance. I feel most

sensibly that, so far as numbers are


