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but it is no more foolish than it would
have been, when driven, peeled and scat-
tered, we were coming out of Illinois, to
have said we should yet lay the founda-
tion of a great State, such as we now
behold in these mountains. I tell you,
my brethren and sisters, that God has
given to this people qualities which, in
the contest of races, must tell. There are
qualities connected with the Latter-day
Saints, and principles connected with
their system that, persecute and crush
them out as you may, as long as the
men live who bear the authority, and so
long as the principles have a believer and
practicer in the world, must live, survive,
and have influence in the midst of the
earth and upon the populations thereof.
There is no disguising this fact! Little
plotters, such, for instance, as the "ring"
in this city, may fix snares and nets, and
arrange toils, and think they are going
to stop the work of God, ensnare the feet
of the servants of God, and do wonder-
ful things! Puny drivellers! They would
raise their impious hands and tear down
the throne of Jehovah, and attempt to
impede the progress of his work; but, like
others who have preceded them, they
will be covered with shame and confu-
sion and go down to dishonored graves,
while the people whom they seek to op-
press will continue to rise and increase
in strength and power by the practice of
those qualities which God has given unto
us through revelation, until their influ-
ence will be felt, not only in Utah Terri-
tory, but from sea to sea, and give them
time enough, and it will be felt through-
out the length and breadth of the earth,
and thus will the sayings of the prophets
be fulfilled.

How else could they be fulfilled?
Can you imagine any better plan than
this that you begin to see unfold be-
fore us? Can you think of any
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other way by which these predictions
will be fulfilled? I cannot. It is sim-
ple, natural and scriptural, and perfectly
Godlike in my sight, and according to my
limited ideas.

But as a people, we should endeavor,
in the midst of all our troubles, difficul-
ties, trials and temptations, to remem-
ber that we are God's people; that he
has called us to be his, and we should
put our firm faith and trust in him and
leave him to work out the results. And,
my brethren and sisters, if we are faith-
ful to the truth which he has revealed
to us, he will bring to us greater salva-
tion than we ever conceived of, and will
work out ways of deliverance of which
we have never dreamed; for his word,
which cannot be recalled, has gone forth
through his ancient servants; and he
is pledged to his servants in the days
in which we live; and he is pledged to
us, to sustain this work and to give it
power and influence, and a foothold in
the earth. And there never was a peo-
ple who prayed with greater unanimity
for any one thing, than do the Latter-
day Saints that God will deliver his peo-
ple from the hands of their enemies and
give them the victory. These prayers will
be heard and answered upon our heads,
and, as I have said, we will see deliv-
erance and salvation such as we never
dreamed of.

I recollect very well the feelings that
were manifested here, I think it was
last summer but one, by a scientific gen-
tleman, who came into our city, and
for the first time was brought into con-
tact with us. He had known up when
he was a boy in Illinois; now himself
a professor in one of the Illinois col-
leges, and a man of some note in the
scientific world. He had seen or heard
something of our persecutions, and while
in conversation with me he remarked,
"Mr. Cannon, when I looked upon this



