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though, as I have said, we may regret
and deplore it, yet the day will come, and
I would like the thought to be fastened,
if possible, so deeply in every heart that
when persecution and annoyance come
upon us, you will not forget it—when the
Latter-day Saints will be the only well-
governed people on this continent, and in
their midst will be found the only place
where constitutional government will be
preserved in its old purity and integrity.
I know that this sounds strange, because
the idea is that the "Mormons" are the
most despotically governed people on the
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face of the land. But I know that there is
not another people today under the light
of the sun, from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific, or from the Gulf of Mexico to the
Canadas, who are so free in every sense
of the word, men and women, as the
Latter-day Saints, and who have greater
liberty to do that which is right in their
own eyes.

I see the clock, and I am reminded
that it is time to quit. May God bless
you, my brethren and sisters, and let his
peace and preserving care be over you, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.
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I believe this is the largest assem-
bly of Saints or sinners, Jew or Gentile,
that ever I saw together under one roof.
There are very few of us capable of mak-
ing such an assembly hear, unless it is
very still; and when persons have come
from twenty to two hundred and fifty
miles to attend Conference, it certainly
is important that we give them a chance
to hear what is said.

It is true that God has set his hand
in these latter days to bring to pass
his act, his strange act, and to ac-
complish his work, his strange work—
that truth should spring out of the
earth, and righteousness look down
from heaven; and it certainly would

be strange if these things were not per-
formed. The Supreme Ruler would not
be like a God who had created a world
like this and peopled it if he let it go at
random, without any purpose or plan for
the benefit and salvation of the children
of men.

I want to say a few words on this
subject. I consider that the work we
now see taking place in these mountains,
and which has been going on from the
time this Church was organized, is but
carrying out the great plan of our Fa-
ther in heaven—that plan which was or-
dained from before the foundation of the
world. In fact there is no dispensation
that has been looked upon with as much



