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to himself honor by taking such a course,

and no man ever will. They may try it

as often as they wish; no matter whether

they are insiders or outsiders, every man

who undertakes to fight against this

work and people will, in God's own time,

receive chastisement at his hand. Many

who have done so, have been cut off, and

others will follow. This is true, whether

it is in regard to following counsel or not.

We cannot treat lightly the counsel of

God without incurring his displeasure.

Does any man or woman wonder that

President Young leads out, and calls

upon us to follow, in directing temporal

affairs? What would become of us and

Zion if there were no one to give counsel

in temporal matters? We could not ad-

vance if such were the case; but we have

been guided so far by the servants of God

and the Spirit of God. We have been dull

scholars perhaps in a great many things,

but I thank God that it is as well as it is

with us today. The organization of this

Church took place forty years ago with

six members, and here is a congregation

that would make two thousand branches

of the Church as large as the first branch

that was established, and this is only one

congregation, while we have 600 miles of

towns, villages and settlements in this

Territory. It is progress all the time.

Why? Because it is the work of God. No

one can stand in the way of the work of

God in safety. The Lord is not depen-

dent upon any man on his footstool; if

one man will not do his bidding, another

will. He gives his law to all men, and

inasmuch as they reject it they are un-

der condemnation.

I fear not the world. We are the

only people under heaven who are one,

and we are not half as much one

as we ought to be; we have to im-

prove. We are the only people in the

whole Christian world who make any

pretensions to oneness in building up the

Zion of God on the earth. We profess to

be one in the Gospel, and we have to be-

come so in temporal matters. We have

to become of one heart and mind in giv-

ing attention and obedience to the coun-

sel of God in all things, both spiritual

and temporal. Zion has got to advance;

she has got to rise and shine and put on

her beautiful garments. She is advanc-

ing and has been from the time of the or-

ganization of this Church, and she will

continue to do so until the winding up

scene.

When I look at the blessing of the

Gospel of Christ, and at the blessings

which we as a people enjoy; when I look

at the glorious principles which God has

revealed for the exaltation and glory of

man, I rejoice in them, and ask who

will obey them? I feel that we ought to

be thankful to God day and night; we

should be humble and always ready to

listen to counsel. Let us go to and carry

out these principles. "If ye love me, keep

my commandments," says the Lord Je-

sus. President Young preached on that

subject a few Sabbaths ago, showing that

however great our professions as Saints

may be, they are vain unless we keep the

commandments and counsels of the Lord

given unto us. What are they? We have

the moral law and we have the Gospel in

the Scriptures; but there are command-

ments and ordinances, and there is coun-

sel which we have to observe which are

not contained in the Bible, in the Book

of Mormon, or in the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants. In fact there is very lit-

tle there in regard to our work and labors

here as a people.

The Lord has put into our hands

the power to build up this great Zion,

which all the ancient prophets re-


