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joiced in and prophesied about. What

manner of people ought we to be who are

called to carry out this work? We ought

to be the Saints and children of God in

very deed. Our hearts ought to be open

and prepared to receive instruction, light

and truth, and to carry out all principles

which may be communicated unto us by

the servants of the Lord. The counsels

we have had today are of great value to

the Latter-day Saints. By and by Baby-

lon will fall; in a little while "no man will

buy her merchandise," and the sooner we

are prepared for the changes which are

about to take place in our nation and in

the nations of the earth the better for us.

We are all interested in the welfare of

Zion. Our wives, daughters and sons are

interested in the welfare of the husbands

and fathers, and the children in that of

the parents; and we all should be inter-

ested in each other's temporal and spir-

itual labors, and there should not be a

selfish feeling on the part of any portion

of a family—"I do not care what becomes

of this, that or the other, if I can only get

what I want myself." This is selfishness,

it produces disunion and is inconsistent

with the profession of a Saint of God.

We should labor, each and every one of

us to put such feelings from our hearts,

and then we, in our family organizations,

should strive to promote the general in-

terest of the members thereof; but the

interest of Zion and the kingdom of God

should be first with us all the time, for

we are all members of that kingdom and

its welfare is ours.

I consider that we are in a posi-

tion in which we have every chance

to do a great deal of good in our day

and generation, we have every chance

to work with the Lord, every chance

to fulfil our mission and calling here

on the earth. We have every chance

to build up the Zion of God. I rejoice

in the faith that has been manifested by

those who have charge of the affairs of

the kingdom of God, in the revelations

of God. By their works they have mani-

fested their determination continually to

carry out the commands of God. "Who

am I," saith the Lord, "that I command

and am not obeyed?" "Who am I," saith

the Lord, "that I promise and do not ful-

fil?" The Lord has never made a promise

to the children of men but what he has

fulfilled it; and all the promises that the

Lord has made and all the revelations

that have been given by the inspiration

of the Holy Ghost, will have their ful-

fillment, and we have nothing to fear.

As President Young said a few Sabbaths

ago, the only thing we need fear is that

we shall not keep the commandments of

the Lord. Let us keep the command-

ments of God and then we shall have

power with him; the word of the Lord

will sustain us and he will fight our bat-

tles. "Vengeance is mine, I will repay,"

saith the Lord. We need have no fears

with regard to the future. The Zion of

God is before his face continually. He

has laid a foundation and He will build

upon it, and his Saints will build upon

it; and thousands and tens of thousands

of the meek of the earth will yet take

hold and become co-workers in the great

work of God. I feel, myself, as though

we should lay these counsels that we re-

ceive to heart; we should not treat them

lightly. We have been called upon by the

Lord and his servants to keep the Word

of Wisdom; it is time we did it. Wherein

we have failed in these things in the past

we should try to improve.

I rejoice in this work, I rejoice

in the Gospel of Christ. I rejoice

that we live in a day when we have

inspiration, when we have prophets,

Apostles and inspired men to lead us,


