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and when we are made partakers of the

blessings of the kingdom of God upon the

earth. It is safe for us to pursue that

course wherein we can walk in the light,

and we need not find fault with the prin-

ciples of the Gospel because any brother

does that which we cannot endorse. It

is for us, each of us, individually, to see

to our own conduct, and never follow the

errors of others. It is not difficult to find

them in our own conduct. We should all

bring this home to ourselves.

I do hope that the sisters, generally,

and the Female Relief Societies in par-

ticular, will listen to the counsel that has

been given today, and that they will go

to and establish braiding schools in all

their societies, where the young ladies

may be taught to braid straw. Presi-

dent Young has called upon them to do

it from time to time. It is true that he

has not always commanded them, in the

name of the Lord, to do thus and so, and

this has been a great blessing to Israel.

We have been governed by counsel in-

stead of commandment in many things,

which has been a blessing to the Saints,

for "he that is commanded in all things"

and obeyeth it with slothfulness and not

a willing mind, is not qualified before

the Lord as that man is who, having the

power within him, bringeth to pass much

righteousness without being commanded

in all that he does.

I feel thankful for the blessings that

we enjoy. The Prophet Joseph was called

an idler and a gold digger. We have been

called a greatmany things—such as lazy,

indolent, and many other things discred-

itable. Why, every man possessing rea-

son and judgment, who knows anything

about the Territory of Utah, will at once

pronounce such assertions nonsensical,

for this city and every portion of the

Territory bear witness to the untiring

labor and industry of the Latter-day

Saints, and the people, as a general thing

outside, are beginning to give up the idea

that we are an idle people. They for-

merly found a great deal of fault with

Joseph Smith, because they said he was

a gold digger; but since then nearly all

the Christian world have turned gold

diggers. Hundreds of thousands of them

have run into this western country to

dig gold; and, while they formerly found

fault with us for digging gold they have

lately found fault because we do not dig

it. I hope and trust that all the accusa-

tions of wrong brought against us in the

future will be as groundless as those of

the past. Let us show our faith by our

works, let us show to the Lord our God

that we have faith and confidence in his

word and works.

We have to become united as a peo-

ple in all our labors—in our agriculture,

manufactures, and every branch of our

temporal labors. It is of great impor-

tance to the Latter-day Saints that they

should unite together on the principle of

cooperation. Where this is not done we

still ought to try individually to man-

ufacture all we can. I was pleased, a

few days ago, while paying a visit to

Jenning's shoe factory, to see the large

number of homemade boots and shoes,

many of which were made with machin-

ery which had been imported for the pur-

pose. This should be done wherever it

is possible; the people should cooperate

and import labor-saving machinery, so as

to be able to compete with foreign manu-

facturers of goods of all kinds. President

Young has set an example in introduc-

ing cardingmachines and in establishing

factories here. He has done all he could

in this direction, and we should follow in

the wake as far as we can. I know that

God will bless the people by doing this.


