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profit us nothing. To hear the word, as

the Latter-day Saints do, and then to

perform the labor devolving upon them,

requires a great deal of wisdom; and

to bring the people up to this standard

much labor and instruction from the El-

ders is necessary.

If we can remember what we have

heard at this Conference, and carry it

out in our lives, it will profit us. I hope

and trust that we may. Let us apply our

hearts to the wisdom that has been ex-

hibited before the Conference, and ob-

serve the little duties of everyday life,

that wemay be prepared to receivemore.

It is not possible for a person to learn all

the will of God in an hour, a day, or a

week; it requires much time and atten-

tion to do this. The Lord gives a little

here and a little there, a precept now and

a precept again, and by close observance

of these things in our lives we grow in

grace and in a knowledge of the truth.

We are thankful for the privilege of

talking a little. We ought all to be very

thankful that we have the privilege of

the Gospel and of the ordinances of the

house of God, for by applying them to the

duties of life we can increase in knowl-

edge, wisdom and understanding. We

are thankful to see the increase that

there is in the midst of the people.

You very well know that it is said by

many of those who wish to traduce the

character of the Latter-day Saints that

we are a poor, miserable, ignorant peo-

ple. If we are, there is a great chance

for improvement. We will acknowledge

that we are very ignorant, and that the

Lord has taken the weak things of the

world to confound the wisdom of the

wise. He has picked up the poor of the

earth and brought them together, be-

cause they seek after him; while the

hearts of the rich and the proud, the high

and the noble, are lifted up, and they

cannot hearken to the principles of the

Gospel and receive them and obey them.

They feel themselves too good; they

know too much; while the poor and

needy, those who suffer from hunger

and nakedness, and from hard labor and

taskmasters, are the ones who naturally

seek after the Lord. The Lord is just as

willing to bless and to pour out his Spirit

upon the king on the throne as upon

the beggar in the street; but the king

has sufficient—he does not feel after the

Lord; but the beggar cries unto the Lord

for his daily bread. Hence the Lord gath-

ers the poor. When we are gathered to-

gether, if we will improve ourselves by

and by we will be filled with wisdom.

When we look at the Latter-day

Saints and remember that they have

been taken from the coal pits, from the

ironworks, from the streets, from the

kitchens and from the barns and facto-

ries and from hard service in the coun-

tries where they formerly lived, we can-

not wonder at their ignorance. But when

they are brought together they soon be-

come scholars. Many of them become

farmers and merchants, and they soon

learn to procure a sustenance for them-

selves and families, and gather around

them the necessaries and comforts of life.

They also learn the object of their be-

ing, of the creation of the earth, and

how to organize the elements so as to

subserve their own wants and necessi-

ties. This is a blessing, and we are

proud to see the industry of the Latter-

day Saints, and also their improvements

and faithfulness. If we are ignorant,

let us become wise; if we are poor, let

us gather around us the comforts of

life. I look around among my brethren

and I see scholars. The world say we

are ignorant; we acknowledge it, but

we are not as ignorant as they are,

although they have had opportunities


