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of education perhaps that many of our

brethren have not had. We study from

the great book of nature. We are driven

to this of necessity. Where is there an-

other people who have done what this

people have done in these mountains, by

way of making improvements in their

own midst—upon the soil and in their

cities and towns. They are not to be

found on the face of the earth. If this is

not intelligence—if this is not good, hard,

sound sense, I wish somebody would

come and teach us a little. If we are

taken from the poor, ignorant, low and

degraded, and make ourselves wise and

happy, it is a credit to us.

There are causes for this which some

may not have thought about. I often

think of them. You take, for instance, a

father, who has, say, four, ten or twelve

sons. He may have abundance to dis-

pose of to each and every one; but he dis-

likes some particular one, and perhaps

feeds and clothes eleven, but the twelfth,

whom he hates and despises, he turns

out of doors to provide for himself. This

one son goes forth weeping, and says, "I

am forsaken of my father and his house;

now I have to look after myself. I have

the earth before me; I have to live; I do

not want to kill myself, and as I have life

before me I certainly must make my own

future. I will go to work and accumu-

late a little of something, so that I can

purchase me a piece of land. When it is

purchased I will put improvements upon

it. I will build me a house; I will fence

my farm; I will set off my orchard and

plant out my garden; and I will gather

around me my horses, my cattle, my

wagons and carriages, and I will get me

a family." Pretty soon here is a boy who

knows how to live as well as his father

does. How is it with the rest of the fam-

ily? They are led and clothed by their

father; they know not where it comes

from nor how it is obtained, and they

scarcely know their right hand from

their left with regard to the things of the

world.

This illustrates the history of this

people. We have been under the neces-

sity of learning every art—to cultivate

the soil and how to provide for our own

wants under the most adverse circum-

stances. We have been compelled to do

this or go without, for none would do it

for us. We have been forced to study

mechanism, all kinds of machinery, how

to build, and how to provide and take

care of ourselves in every respect. I

thank the parent and the boys for turn-

ing us out of doors. Why? Because it

has thrown us on our own resources, and

taught us to provide for ourselves. We

have a future before us, and God will

take care of us. In my meditations I say,

"Shall I complain of father? No. I will

not complain at all, he has done the best

he could for me, though he knew it not. If

he had made my house, opened my farm,

planted my orchard, seen to my plant-

ing and ploughing as well as the gather-

ing; and then had brought my food to my

chamber and appointed a servant to feed

me, what should I have known about get-

ting my living? How could I have known

anything about raising fruit or anything

else? I could not have known. I might

read books until Doomsday, and unless

I apply the knowledge thus obtained I

should know but little." Without the ap-

plication of knowledge acquired by read-

ing, it makes mere machines of us; we

can tell what others have done, but we

know nothing ourselves. Then speak evil

of no man, and acknowledge that it has

been a blessing to us to be cast aside and

compelled to take care of ourselves.

When we left our homes in the


