CHARACTER AND CONDITION OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC.

special legislation against Daniel the
Lord commenced special legislation for
him and against those who got him into
the lion's den. The final result was
that Daniel lodged with the lions over
night and came out unscathed, not in-
jured in the least; the lions lay there
peaceable when the stone was rolled
away, and those who had caused him
to be thrust there were condemned to
take the place he left, and the lions de-
voured them. They could not foresee
what Daniel could; he could have fore-
told their destiny, and that the legisla-
tion of the Lord Almighty would be a lit-
tle above the special legislation of which
they were the authors against him.
Brethren and sisters, will you keep
the Word of Wisdom, say your prayers,
observe the Sabbath, speak evil of no
man, and strive to be humble and faith-
ful in all things? If you will, we shall
be one by and by; we are not yet. We
must overcome the love of the world. He
that hath the love of the world hath not
the love of the Father. He that loves the
things of the world loves not the king-
dom of heaven on the earth. Whoso-
ever serves mammon cannot serve God.
We must let these things go out of our
affections, then lay hold of the princi-
ples of eternal life and sustain the king-
dom of God on the earth, or else we
shall go by the board. If we jump over,
we shall certainly sink, and if we stay
aboard Zion's ship, we can do no more
than sink, and it will be just as well
if Zion's ship sink to be aboard as to
jump overboard and sink. We had bet-
ter stay aboard, she may go into harbor;
and I can promise you in the name of
Israel's God that she will go there safe
and carry every one of her passengers.
Will we be humble and faithful? I trust
we will. I hope—I pray you, brethren
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and sisters, let us be humble, be faithful
to our God, our religion, and each other.

I will say a few words on a subject
which has been mentioned here—that is,
celestial marriage. God has given a rev-
elation to seal for time and for eternity,
just as he did in days of old. In our
own days he has commanded his peo-
ple to receive the New and Everlasting
Covenant, and he has said, "If ye abide
not that covenant, then are ye damned."
We have received it. What is the result
of it? I look at the world, or that small
portion of it which believes in monogamy.
It is only a small portion of the human
family who do believe in it, for from
nine to ten of the twelve hundred mil-
lions that live on the earth believe in and
practice polygamy. Well, what is the re-
sult? Right in our land the doctrine and
practice of plurality of wives tend to the
preservation of life. Do you know it? Do
you see it? What is our duty? To preserve
life or destroy it? Can any of you answer?
Why yes, it is to perpetuate and preserve
life. But what principle do we see pre-
vailing in our own land? What is that
of which, in the East, West, North and
South, ministers in their pulpits com-
plain, and against which both gentlemen
and ladies lecture? It is against taking
life. They say, "Cease the destruction of
prenatal life!" Our doctrine and practice
make and preserve life; theirs destroy it.
Which is the best, saying nothing about
revelation, which is the best in a moral
point of view, to preserve or to destroy
the life which God designs to bring upon
the earth. Just look at it and decide for
yourselves.

This house is very large, but as
a general thing the people have been
very attentive, and they have tried
to keep as still as possible. Still, I



