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unto you, let him be accursed."

And, as if to make this so positive
that it could not be misunderstood, he re-
peated the language. Here an anathema
is pronounced upon the head of any in-
dividual who should attempt to preach
any other Gospel than that which the
Apostle Paul and the other Apostles had
declared; even if an angel from heaven
were to declare anything opposed to or
differing from it he was to be accursed.

It is highly important that mankind
should understand what was the nature
of that Gospel, and whether the creeds
to which they have rendered obedience
in these days agree with the principles
preached by the Apostles; if they do not,
they who preach them are exposed to
the anathema pronounced by Paul, or
his words are not to be relied upon. It
is a very easy matter to find out what
the Apostles did preach; there need be
no difficulty about this if people will re-
ceive the teachings contained in the New
Testament, for there we have a record of
their labors and an epitome of the doc-
trines they taught and administered to
the people.

If we refer to the first discourse
that was preached after the ascension
of Jesus into heaven we shall find what
the Apostles taught on that occasion,
when inspired by the Holy Ghost, to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The peo-
ple were excited over the strange event
that had taken place in their midst;
for men of various nations had gath-
ered together to the Holy City and the
Apostles stood up in the power and
demonstration of the Holy Ghost and
declared to the people there assem-
bled the startling intelligence that Je-
sus, whom they had so recently cruci-
fied as an impostor, was indeed the Lord
of life and glory and was the verita-
ble Son of God, the Messiah, of which
the prophets had spoken, and for whose
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coming they had so long and anxiously
looked. This was unexpected intelli-
gence to them; but the arguments of the
Apostles on this matter were so convinc-
ing and the power of God so apparent—
each man hearing the Gospel in his
own tongue, that they were pricked to
the heart and were convinced that Je-
sus was the Son of God and the Sav-
ior of the world, and they cried out,
"Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
It is very reasonable to suppose that
when the Apostles answered this ques-
tion, made under such extraordinary cir-
cumstances, they would declare the doc-
trines and requirements which would be
binding on all the inhabitants of the
earth under similar circumstances. To
imagine anything else would be to sup-
pose that which would be contrary to
reason and common sense. To think
that they would tell something that was
not necessary and essential to salvation
on such an important occasion, when so
many were pricked to their hearts, is to
suppose something that is not consistent
with the character of the Apostles and
the nature of their mission to the chil-
dren of men. Peter said unto them, "Re-
pent, and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re-
mission of your sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the
promise is unto you, and to your chil-
dren, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call."
Thus, he set before them in simplicity
and in the greatest plainness, the re-
quirements with which they must com-
ply in order to receive that which they
desired.

It was not necessary for him to say
unto them, Believe in the Lord Je-
sus Christ, for they did already be-
lieve, having been convinced through
the testimony of the Apostles. Peter,
therefore, said unto them, "Repent'—



