THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, ETC.

they had succeeded in killing him, as
they had all others. This fact, though
as familiar as any fact to the student of
history, is lost sight of by the Catholic
Church. So long as the Apostles lived,
and so long as any man lived who
had been associated with them in their
labors, there was an incessant persecu-
tion carried on against them. And it is
recorded that every one of them, except
John, died a violent death. They tried to
kill John; they immersed him in a caul-
dron of boiling oil and sent him to the
Isle of Patmos to work in the lead mines,
and persecuted him in various ways; but,
owing to the promise of God, they could
not kill him. Peter was crucified at Rome
with his head downwards, not consid-
ering himself worthy to be crucified as
his Lord had been. Paul was beheaded
in Rome; the other Apostles were killed
in various ways, every one of them suf-
fering an ignominious death because of
their belief in Jesus; because they be-
lieved God was a God of revelation, and
because they laid claim to authority from
Jesus to administer the ordinances of his
church. This was the course pursued
by the inhabitants of the earth until the
Apostles and every man having author-
ity had been killed, and the gifts and
blessings had entirely disappeared from
the earth. After this men took to them-
selves doctrines to accommodate them-
selves, the rites and many of the doc-
trines of Paganism and portions of exist-
ing institutions were incorporated into
the Christian Church, until almost ev-
ery vestige of the pure doctrines had dis-
appeared, and nothing was left but mere
forms.

Is it any wonder that the Latter-
day Saints claim that it was neces-
sary for an angel to fly through the
midst of heaven, having the everlast-
ing Gospel to preach to the nations of
the earth? If authority to administer

53

in the ordinances of the Gospel had ex-
isted among men there would have been
no such necessity; but that authority had
been taken back to God who gave it, and
it had to be restored by him or it could
not be exercised on the earth again.

Where were Apostles to be found?
Why they were unpopular; every man
that had held the Apostleship had been
killed, yet in the words which I have read
in your hearing it is said—

"He gave to some Apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers."

And yet men tell us today that Apos-
tles are not necessary! Is it surprising
that the results which we see have fol-
lowed such unbelief in Apostles? It was
very dangerous to be called Apostles! It
sounded better to be called Bishops or
some other title; it suited the popular ear
better and did not excite the persecution
which the name of Apostle did. Yet in the
words of Paul we are told that Apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teach-
ers were placed in the Church, for the
perfecting of the Saints, for the work of
the ministry, the edifying of the body of
Christ. If there is any man on the earth
who can prove from the Scriptures that
Apostles are not necessary in the Church
of Christ, then he can prove that the
words of Paul and the rest of the Apos-
tles are not trustworthy, for Paul tells us
that they were placed in the Church for
the work of the ministry, the perfecting
of the Saints, and they were to continue
there.

"Till we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ: that we hence-
forth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with ev-
ery wind of doctrine, by the sleight of



