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men, and cunning craftiness, whereby

they lie in wait to deceive."

Is there room for wonder that men

are carried about by every wind of doc-

trine, and that they are deceived by

the cunning craft of men, when they no

longer believe in Apostles and prophets,

and have taken in their stead self-

constituted ministers, men who never

received authority to administer in the

things of God? Can any be surprised

that Christendom is split up as it is to-

day, and that men are so confused in re-

lation to the doctrines of Christ? Or that

infidelity rears its head so defiantly in

the midst of Christendom? No, it can-

not be wondered at, when men have so

widely departed from and so flagrantly

disobeyed the plain teachings of Scrip-

ture as we find them recorded in the

New Testament. The condition of Chris-

tendom alone is, of itself, sufficient to

prove to every reasoning mind that if

there is a God in heaven, as we know

there is; that if there is such a princi-

ple as divine revelation, which we de-

clare to be true; if there are such be-

ings surrounding the throne of God as

angels, of which we bear testimony, there

never was a greater necessity for angels

to be sent to earth, or for revelation to be

given to man, than in the day in which

we live. Some may say that we have

the Bible and its divine teachings to pe-

ruse at our leisure; but it has frequently

been remarked by those who scoff at it

that it is like a fiddle, every kind of a

tune can be played upon it. It requires

something more than the Bible to guide

man to eternal life. It requires divine

inspiration, it requires the Holy Ghost,

it requires the Priesthood, as it existed

in ancient days, to be restored; and I

thank God with all my heart, this morn-

ing, that I do know it has been restored.

I thank God from the bottom of my

heart that I have this knowledge.

Before me, in this Territory, I see

the fruits of this restoration—precisely

the same fruits that followed the Priest-

hood anciently. I see, here, people gath-

ered from various nations, of various

creeds, speaking various languages, and

having been reared and educated in a

very dissimilar manner, from limited

monarchies, from despotic monarchies

and from republics; and yet they dwell

together in unity, worship God alike, live

lives of good order, truth and holiness,

and love one another, which is an ev-

idence, as the Apostle says, that they

have passed from death unto life. This

unity is one of the greatest evidences

that can be given that we are the disci-

ples of Christ, for he has said

"If ye are not one, ye are not mine."

And it is also one of the strongest evi-

dences that can be given that Jesus is the

Christ, for, on one occasion, when pray-

ing to the Father that his disciples might

be one, he said—

"Neither pray I for these alone; but

for them also which shall believe on me

through their word; that they all may

be one; as thou, Father, art in me and

I in thee, that they also may be one in

us; that the world may believe that thou

hast sent me."

As a people the unity of the Latter-

day Saints is proverbial, and furnishes a

powerful testimony that we have walked

with Christ, and have received the bless-

ings following the bestowal of the Holy

Ghost.

These are some of the doctrines that

the Latter-day Saints believe in; time

would fail to tell all. We believe that

God is the same yesterday, today and

forever; that he is a God of revelation,

and that the reason he has not revealed

himself for centuries is because the peo-

ple so cruelly persecuted his anointed

ones when he sent them into their midst.


