THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, ETC.

Their blood has cried for vengeance on
the inhabitants of the earth, and he has
closed the heavens, as it were, for cen-
turies, our forefathers having been left
only with such light as they could ob-
tain without the Priesthood. But has
he not bestowed his Holy Spirit upon
men? Yes, millions of people have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit to a certain extent,
although not in its fulness. Luther had
it, when he was inspired to war against
the iniquities that existed in the Romish
Church. He was raised up especially
to prepare the way for the manifesta-
tion of the work of God in the last days.
Calvin and Melancthon had a portion of
the Holy Spirit, and so had all the Re-
formers who followed them; and though
they had not the authority to build up
the Church of God in its ancient purity,
they still had a work to do and they
have come in their days and generations
and have labored zealously, indefatiga-
bly and fearlessly, regardless of death,
inspired of God to do the work which
they performed in the various lands in
which they labored—Germany, France,
England, Scotland, and various parts
of Europe, and also in our own land—
America. John Wesley, also, was raised
up and inspired of God to do a work, and
he did it.

Not only have these religious reform-
ers been inspired to do a work in prepar-
ing for the advent of the kingdom of God
upon the earth; but others have been
raised for the same purpose. Colum-
bus was inspired to penetrate the ocean
and discover this Western continent, for
the set time for its discovery had come;
and the consequences which God de-
sired to follow its discovery have taken
place—a free government has been es-
tablished on it. The men who estab-
lished that Government were inspired
of God—George Washington, Thomas
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Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and all the fathers of the
Republic were inspired to do the work
which they did. We believe it was a
preparatory work for the establishment
of the kingdom of God. This Church and
kingdom could not have been established
on the earth if their work had not been
performed, or a work of a similar char-
acter. The kingdom of God could not
have been established in Asia amid the
despotisms there; nor in Africa, amid the
darkness there; it could not have been
built up in Europe amid the monarchies
which crowd every inch of its surface. It
had to be built up on this land, hence
this land had to be discovered. It was
not discovered too soon; if it had been it
would have been overran by the nations
of the earth, and no place would have
been found, even here, for the kingdom
of God. It was discovered at the right
time and by the right man, inspired of
God not to waver or shrink; but, un-
daunted by the difficulties with which he
was surrounded, and contending with a
mutinous crew, he persevered, and con-
tinued his journey westward until he dis-
covered this land, the existence of which
God had inspired him to demonstrate.

It was necessary that George Wash-
ington should be raised up, that the bat-
tles of the Republic should be fought,
that the Colonies should be emancipated
from the fetters of the mother coun-
try, and declared free and independent
States. Why? Because God had in view
the restoration of the everlasting Gospel
to the earth again, and in addition to this
the set time had come for him to build up
his kingdom and to accomplish the ful-
fillment of his long deferred purposes.

Jesus said unto Jerusalem, "How
often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen



