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without incurring odium or assuming re-
sponsibility and care? Read the records
of New York, Washington, Chicago, and
the records of all the cities east and
west on our continent, and then go to
the old world, and you may find that
men can gratify their lustful desire with-
out incurring odium. They can even de-
stroy females by the thousands in the
gratification of their sensual appetites,
but because the Latter-day Saints choose
to marry them, to make women and
their children respected and honorable,
all hell is moved against them. The
devil does not like it. I will tell you a
rule, brethren, sisters and friends, that
I have observed through my intercourse
with men, in my travels, and that is,
that they who have opposed this princi-
ple most bitterly when they understood
it, have been the most corrupt men, the
very men who have practiced adultery
and whoredom in secret; while openly, to
hear them speak of our system of patri-
archal marriage, one might think them
immaculate; but I never found pure-
minded men or women, honest and true
to their God, and to their partners if they
had them, but what, when they heard
it explained as the Saints in this Terri-
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tory understand, preach and practice it,
let them believe what they might on
other points, they would acknowledge
that there was something godlike in that
doctrine, if we carried it out as we be-
lieved it. That has been my experience.

We are solving the problem that is be-
fore the world today, over which they are
pretending to rack their brains. I mean
the "Social Problem." We close the door
on one side, and say that whoredoms,
seductions and adulteries must not be
committed amongst us, and we say to
those who are determined to carry on
such things we will kill you; at the same
time we open the door in the other di-
rection and make plural marriage hon-
orable. What is the result? Why, a
healthy, pure and virtuous community, a
community which, in these respects, has
no equal on the earth.

I say these few words by way of expla-
nation; they are very inadequate to con-
vey the ideas that we entertain, and that
I would like to convey to my hearers, in
relation to celestial marriage. That God
may bless and sustain you in the prac-
tice of truth, is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.
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I will call the attention of this
congregation to a portion of the

word of the Lord contained in the
first five verses of the fortieth



