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forsaken the religion of your fathers;

you have turned your hearts away, you

have apostatized from the truth, and the

fruits that were enjoyed by your fathers

no longer exist among you. Your fathers

were in possession of all the miraculous

fruits and blessings and gifts of the king-

dom. They could prophesy and see vi-

sions; they could hear the voice of the

Lord speaking to them; they could en-

joy the power and gift of the Holy Spirit;

work miracles in the name of the Lord;

heal the sick; cast out devils and per-

form all these miracles that are recorded

in the Old Testament; and these were

the fruits of that kingdom which you, the

Jewish nation, once enjoyed; but because

you have rejected your Messiah, rejected

the testimony of the prophets concern-

ing him; rejected the testimony given in

the law of Moses, and those great types

pointing to the Messiah, you, in turn,

shall be rejected, the kingdom shall be

taken from you, and it shall be given to

a nation who shall bring forth the fruits

thereof."

Again, Jesus says, before he was cru-

cified, when looking upon Jerusalem,

the capital city of the Jews, "O,

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest

the prophets, and stonest them that are

sent unto thee, how often would I have

gathered you together as a hen gathers

her chickens under her wings, but ye

would not."

Again, after enumerating their

wickednesses, pointing out their apos-

tasy, and pronouncing a great vari-

ety of woes upon them, he finally

delivers a prediction of this nature

upon the heads of this devoted peo-

ple, "There shall be great distress in

the land, and wrath upon this people;

they shall be destroyed by the edge of

the sword; they shall be carried away

captive into all nations, and Jerusalem

shall be trodden down by the Gentiles

until the times of the Gentiles are ful-

filled."

This was literally fulfilled upon their

heads. Titus, the Roman general, laid

siege to that city and overcame the Jews,

eleven hundred thousand of whom were

killed, and ninety-seven thousand taken

into captivity, many of the latter be-

ing afterwards persecuted and killed by

their enemies; thus a poor, miserable

remnant were scattered abroad among

all the various nations and kingdoms

of the earth. Jerusalem, their beloved

city, where their temple was built, where

the name of the Lord was placed, and

from which they had been warned by the

mouth of the prophets, where the voice of

inspiration had been heard; where Jesus

himself, who spake as never man spake,

ministered for many months. That city

was delivered up to the Gentiles, and

overcome by them; the stones of their

beautiful temple were torn down to the

very foundation, and the city passed into

the hands of the Gentiles, and has re-

mained in their possession from that day

until the present time, which, I think,

is now precisely 18 centuries since that

people were scattered and became a hiss

and a by-word among all nations. It

was said this morning that they invoked

the curse of the Almighty on their heads

when they said, at the crucifixion of the

Savior, "Let his blood be upon us and

upon our children." The Lord took them

at their word, and his blood has been an-

swered upon their heads, and upon the

heads of their children, and their chil-

dren's children, until eighteen long cen-

turies have rolled away.

When will the time come for this

great curse to be removed from the

Jewish nation? When shall it be

said that "her iniquity is pardoned,

she has received at the Lord's hand

double for all her sins?" When shall


