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Palestine. Do you think you could get
much further from Palestine and have an
ensign raised up from afar? It is not an
ensign that is to be raised up in the land
of Palestine, right where the prophet
predicted it; but he saw from afar, from a
great distance, the great work God would
perform in the latter day. "Lift up an en-
sign for the nations;" not for one nation,
not for a few people; but it was a work
that was general in its nature—an en-
sign or standard the raising of which was
to affect all the inhabitants of the earth.
And when this is accomplished an high-
way was to be built and be made straight
in the desert—an highway for our God.
Why?  Because, says our text, the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

glory of the Lord was to be revealed and
all flesh was to see it together. This does
not refer to the first coming of the Mes-
siah, but to that great advent spoken of
by all the prophets when he shall come in
his glory and power, when the mountains
and hills that are on the east, west, north
and south of this valley will be leveled;
when the crooked places shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain; and
when the glory of the Lord will be re-
vealed; and, instead of a few seeing it,
as they did in ancient times, "all flesh
will see it together;" for every eye shall
see him when he comes in his glory and
power to reign as King of kings and Lord
of lords. Amen.
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I am disposed to ask a few questions
of this congregation, though not expect-
ing them to give audible answers. Judg-
ing from what I know and understand
of the Latter-day Saints, I can answer
these questions satisfactorily to myself,
and probably to the satisfaction of most
of the people.

Do we believe in the Scriptures of
Divine truth? Those which are con-
tained in the Old and New Testa-
ments, in the Book of Mormon, the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and
other revelations that have been given

to this people? I can answer this in
the affirmative, by saying that we cer-
tainly do. This leads my mind to the
reflection that if we believe the Scrip-
tures and the revelations I have referred
to, we also believe that Jesus is the
Christ; and believing the Scriptures and
that Jesus is the Christ, we must be-
lieve other things also. If the Scrip-
tures are true, it proves that sin is in
the world, and the question arises, Is
it necessary that sin should be here?
What will the Latter-day Saints say? Is
it necessary that we should know good



