SIN—THE ATONEMENT, ETC.

from evil? I can answer this to suit
myself by saying it is absolutely neces-
sary, for the simple reason that if we
had never realized darkness we never
could have comprehended the light; if we
never tasted anything bitter, but were
to eat sweets, the honey and the honey-
comb, from the time we come into this
world until the time we go out of it, what
knowledge could we have of the bitter?
This leads me to the decision that every
fact that exists in this world is demon-
strated by its opposite. If this is the
fact—and all true philosophy proves it—
it leads me to the conclusion that the
transgression of our first parents was
absolutely necessary, that we might be
brought in contact with sin and have the
opportunity of knowing good and evil. It
may be deemed strange and singular by
the Christian world that we should be-
lieve such a thing; but the Scriptures
inform us, in Genesis iii., 22, that the
Lord God said, "Behold, the man has be-
come as one of us, to know good and
evil." Are we the sons and daughters of
that God whom we serve? We answer
we are. Do we expect to be exalted with
our Father in heaven? We do. How are
we to be exalted? We have sinned and
transgressed the law of God. The Chris-
tian world and the world of mankind
have not only transgressed the laws of
God, but they have changed the ordi-
nances and broken every covenant that
God has given them. Then I ask, Is
there a debt contracted between the Fa-
ther and his children? There is. Our
first parents transgressed the law that
was given them in the garden; their eyes
were opened. This created the debt.
What is the nature of this debt? It is a
divine debt. What will pay it? I ask, Is
there anything short of a divine sacrifice
that can pay this debt? No; there is not.
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I say this to gratify myself, and to
gratify my brethren and sisters. A di-
vine debt has been contracted by the
children, and the Father demands rec-
ompense. He says to his children on this
earth, who are in sin and transgression,
it is impossible for you to pay this debt;
I have prepared a sacrifice; I will send
my Only Begotten Son to pay this di-
vine debt. Was it necessary then that Je-
sus should die? Do we understand why
he should sacrifice his life? The idea
that the Son of God, who never commit-
ted sin, should sacrifice his life, is un-
questionably preposterous to the minds
of many in the Christian world. But
the fact exists that the Father, the Di-
vine Father, whom we serve, the God
of the Universe, the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Father
of our spirits, provided this sacrifice and
sent his Son to die for us; and it is
also a great fact that the Son came to
do the will of the Father, and that he
has paid the debt, in fulfillment of the
Scripture which says, "He was the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world."
Is it so on any other earth? On ev-
ery earth. How many earths are there?
I observed this morning that you may
take the particles of matter composing
this earth, and if they could be enumer-
ated they would only be a beginning to
the number of the creations of God; and
they are continually coming into exis-
tence, and undergoing changes and pass-
ing through the same experience that we
are passing through. Sin is upon ev-
ery earth that ever was created, and if
it was not so, I would like some philoso-
phers to let us know how people can be
exalted to become sons of God, and en-
joy a fulness of glory with the Redeemer.
Consequently every earth has its re-
deemer, and every earth has its tempter;
and every earth, and the people thereof,



