
the operations of a spirit of good or evil.
When we read over the history of the 

ancients we can learn that many of them 
acted very foolishly; their conduct was un-
becoming in many instances. Even Moses, 
great as he was, and as much of divinity, 
light and intelligence as he enjoyed from 
the Almighty, lifted himself up above the 
Power that conferred upon him his great-
ness and influence, and said to the people, 
“Shall I do this or that for you?” instead 
of saying, “The Lord will do this or that 
for you,” or, “Shall the Lord do thus and 
so for you?” Through his pride and self-
ishness he was deprived of the privilege of 
going into the land of Canaan. It is also 
true that David, in many things, was very 
unwise. We are told that he was a man 
after God’s own heart, yet he did many 
things which he knew to be wrong in the 
sight of God. Where was he left? In dark-
ness. Then Solomon, born to David by 
Bathsheba, was also left in the dark, with 
all his greatness and wisdom! After being 
blessed of the Lord to a most wonderful 
degree, he turned from the Lord, followed 
after strange women and sacrificed to idols. 
Many of the ancients acted unwisely, and 
I hope and trust that many of the Elders 
of Israel will do better than some of them. 
But if we can do as well as some of them, 
we are safe for honor, glory, immortality, 
eternal lives and exaltation in the kingdom 
that God has prepared for the righteous.

When Brother Spencer was speaking 
he said, “I believe in one-man power.” 
What can we do without it? If God does 
not rule in the midst of the nations of 
the earth, sooner or later those nations 
will go down. If the Lord Almighty does  
not rule in the hearts of individuals, families, 
neighborhoods, towns, cities, states,

and countries, sooner or later they will 
fall. I cannot do without the Lord Jesus! 
He is the man for me. That God who 
holds the keys of life and death, and who 
has suffered and died for the children of 
men, is he who must rule in the hearts of 
the children of obedience, and his king-
dom will stand forever. The laws which 
God has revealed to the children of men 
are as pure and as much calculated to en-
dure forever today as they ever were. Why? 
Because they are pure and holy, and any-
thing that is impure must, sooner or later, 
perish; no matter whether it is in the faith 
and practice of an individual, town, nation 
or government. That kingdom, principal-
ity, power or person that is not controlled 
by principles that are pure and holy must 
eventually pass away and perish.

Our brother who last addressed you said 
he did not know much about Scripture. 
He had a father who read the Scriptures in 
his family, and who taught his children the 
way of life and salvation contained therein. 
Professor Orson Spencer was as good a 
scriptorian as could be found on this con-
tinent. He lived faithful to it, and taught 
his children to have faith in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. He was a rare gentleman. 
Very few of the learned or of those who are 
high and lifted up in the estimation of the 
people receive the Gospel; but Professor 
Spencer received it. Though poor, yet he 
was in high life and high standing, and 
he received and obeyed the Gospel and 
submitted to the government God had es-
tablished.

What is it that enables our Elders to go 
forth and preach the Gospel? The Spirit 
of the Lord. This is their experience and 
testimony. What do they testify when 
they go forth? That the Gospel, as set 
forth in the Old and New Testaments, is 
true; that the plan of salvation, revealed
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