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by God through his prophets in ancient

times, and in modern times through

Joseph Smith, is true; and as they are

enlightened and aided by the Spirit of

the Lord, error must fall before them. I

often think what a task the Elders of Is-

rael would have to perform if they had

to go to the world and establish a false

religion! They would have to read and

study for years! They would be com-

pelled to start at the common school, and

go from there to the academy, and thence

to the college and seminary; they must

know what every divine, historian and

commentator has said about every Scrip-

ture; they must also have language at

their tongues' ends to swamp the com-

mon people with their fine words, and

drown them in the mist of fog and er-

ror. But it is not so with the Elders

of Israel; they go forth with the plain,

simple truth which God has revealed,

and which commends itself to the con-

science and understanding of every hon-

est and virtuous individual who hears

it. No matter how simple the declara-

tion of a servant of God; no matter how

imperfect his language or how few his

words, the Spirit of God will bear wit-

ness of its truth to the spirits of those

who are ready and willing to receive it.

How easy it is to live by the truth! Did

you ever think of it, my friends? Did you

ever think of it, my brethren and sisters?

In every circumstance of life, no mat-

ter whether among the humble or lofty,

truth is always the surest guide and the

easiest to square our lives by. When

the sisters, for instance, meet together

at a quilting or for a visit, if everyone

speaks, believes and loves the truth, and

there is nothing in them that is decep-

tive, how easy it is to converse and pass

the time! We all delight in the truth;

and if a wrong, or that which is false,

is manifested it must be corrected or

banished, and truth be adopted in the

place thereof. It is the easiest life to lead

on the face of the earth. How do I know

it? By experience; I never tried the oppo-

site much.

How easy it is to sustain truth! How

easy it is to sustain the doctrines of the

Savior! If I were to undertake to prove

that baptism is not necessary for the re-

mission of sins, what a labor it would

impose upon me! How I would have to

study, and use language so as to throw a

mist over the minds of the people! Jesus

told his disciples to go to all the world

and preach the Gospel to every creature,

saying, "He that believeth and is bap-

tized shall be saved;" but suppose I were

to come along and say it is not neces-

sary, and Jesus did not mean what he

said, what a labor it would impose upon

me to deceive the people, by endeavor-

ing to prove the truth to be false! Jesus

calculated that every individual should

be baptized for the remission of his sins.

How easy it is to preach that! If per-

sons believe and be baptized, Jesus says

lay hands upon them for the reception of

the Holy Ghost; but if I were to say con-

trary to this, a labor would devolve upon

me which I should not have to bear if I

preached only that which is true. What

a labor it imposes upon the priests, di-

vines, lawyers and statesmen, and oth-

ers who hold leading positions in society,

when they argue from false premises and

undertake to enforce their false theories!

But simple truth, simplicity, honesty, up-

rightness, justice, mercy, love, kindness,

do good to all and evil to none, how easy

it is to live by such principles! A thou-

sand times easier than to practice decep-

tion!

How I have looked at the mean-

dering paths of politicians! See one

man spend a thousand dollars to get

a small office. Another ten thousand,


