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another a hundred thousand. Intriguing

and planning here and there. What for?

To deceive somebody or other! Why not

tell the truth right out? Would it not

be easier? It would. Politicians would

not be under the necessity of using so

many arguments to make their hearers

and constituents believe that they are

the very men wanted, and that their op-

ponents are the very men not wanted. I

was diverted at a gentleman in this Ter-

ritory, fifteen or sixteen years ago, who

put himself up as a candidate for the leg-

islature. He went on a tour of what is

called "stump speaking," telling the peo-

ple "I am the man you want; this other is

the man you do not want; you may think

you want him but you do not, I am the

man you should send to the legislature,

and the one you should vote for." They

could not see the point and did not vote

for him. His opponent kept quietly at-

tending to his business, all he said being,

"I am not at all anxious for office, and if

the people want me, they may vote for

me."

How many times have I heard men

labor an hour or two to prove that bap-

tism is not necessary; when a close-

communion Baptist, with a Bible in his

hand, would come along and in five min-

utes prove that it was necessary. Some

Christians will argue that the taking of

the sacrament of the Lord's Supper is

necessary; while others will argue for

hours that it is unnecessary. But the

one who argues in the affirmative has

the Bible—the words of Jesus to sustain

him, and his opponent, however stren-

uously he may labor, cannot substanti-

ate his petition, because his premises are

false, consequently his whole argument

must fall to the ground.

I used to be amused in my youth

at the friend Quakers; if they had

done nothing for a whole week, from

Monday morning till Saturday night,

they would surely rise from their beds, if

sick, for the sake of working on the first

day of the week—the Sabbath—to show

to mankind that they were above super-

stition. They would declare that the ob-

servance of the Sabbath as a day of rest

was all superstition, all the work of the

Elders, and was unnecessary.

When our Elders go forth to preach

the Gospel, in the power and demonstra-

tion of the Spirit of God, it commends it-

self to every heart; and, if the people ad-

mit the truth of the Scriptures, it is by

no means difficult to convince thereof the

truth of the doctrines that we preach; but

it requires a great deal of the power of

God to induce some to receive it enough

to carry it out practically in their lives,

and to live by every word that proceeds

out of the mouth of God. Very few do

this. Many will acknowledge that faith,

baptism, the laying on of hands and the

Lord's Supper are according to the law

and the testimony; but pride, the love of

the world, the love of money, and the love

of a good name prevent many from obey-

ing. A good name! Bless me! What is a

name? It may shine like the noonday sun

in the estimation of friends and neigh-

bors today, and tomorrow be eclipsed in

midnight darkness, to rise no more!

The glory of the world passes away,

but the glory that the Saints are after

is that which is to come in the eternal

world; the intelligence, honor and bright-

ness that come from the Supreme Be-

ing, by which the inhabitants of celestial

spheres live without sorrow and pain.

Joy, comfort, consolation, glory, hap-

piness, perfection and eternal lives

are before us, with the eternity of

God to spend in the fruition of the

glory of him that sits on the throne,

the Lamb that was slain for us.


